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“Music is the universal language of mankind.”

No one is “Left Out!”

– Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

The

by Dawn Moore

SOUDERTON
MENNONITE
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I had heard there would be a dancing star, singing angels,
and a band of clever shepherds in the Christmas Eve musical at
Souderton Mennonite Church, but I was not prepared for the
ﬂock of live sheep that came bleating down the aisles! A second
look proved these to be a bevy of adorable children, dressed in
white ﬂuﬀ and playing their parts so convincingly that our entire
row did a double take. How cute!
The SMC Christmas Eve musical, “Left Out,” was the result of
months of preparation by a multi-talented group. The result was
a meaningful afternoon, that literally set the stage for Christmas
Eve.
The story begins with the young shepherd boy Benesh who
agrees to take the ﬁrst watch, while his comrades settled down
to sleep. When an angel appears bringing Good News, the
shepherds awake in a hurry and soon agree: “We must go to
Bethlehem to see this great thing that has happened, which the
Lord has told us about.” But alas, someone must stay behind to
care for the sheep; Benesh reluctantly fulﬁlls his duty, meaning
he will be left out of this once-in-a-lifetime adventure.
Narrated by a mysterious old man, the story unfolded through
scripture, prayer, dialogue, poetry, and angelic music, some of
it sung by angels, who were every bit as adorable as the sheep!
Benesh and his cousin Miriam followed a magical dancing star
and found their way to the manger and eventually the cross. Two
original compositions by David E. Chávez, with lyrics written by
SMC’s own Jason Martin were debuted alongside more familiar
Christmas songs.
When Benesh ﬁnally
arrived at the stable to see
the baby Jesus, I felt tears
welling in my eyes. In the
end, all who attended felt
the unmistakable love of our
all-powerful God who came
to earth as a helpless baby.
No one was left out of the
greatest story ever told.
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CONCERT
SERIES 2018

Tenor, Joshua Bouillon
Pianist, Adam Szokolay
Sunday, February 18
3:00 PM

The Walking Roots
Band
Saturday, March 3
7:00 PM

Zealand
Worship
Saturday, May 19
7:00 PM

Joseph Martin

Composer & Pianist

Saturday, October 27
7:00 PM
Souderton Mennonite Church has graciously received a
generous donation through the Mildred Mitchell Fund to
share and experience fellowship through music. Our
church family has a mission and desire to open its doors
and invite the surrounding community in to share in this
universal language of music.
SMC is introducing a concert series featuring four
separate musical events with distinctly different genres of
music. You can mark your calendars now for our first
concert event with Hungarian pianist, Adam Szokolay, and
acclaimed tenor, Joshua Bouillon, on Sunday, February 18
at 3:00 p.m. in the church sanctuary. Please remember to
invite your friends, family and neighbors to join you! (A
free-will offering will be taken.) Article by Erin Toth

Chestnut Corner
Souderton Mennonite Church

Tables of
Revelation
by Jenifer Eriksen Morales
Just as Christ was revealed as the risen Lord in
the breaking of the bread in Luke’s Emmaus
road encounter, Christ can be revealed
whenever God’s people gather at the table
and break bread together. Our tables reveal
Jesus, for when God’s people gather around
the table, whether it is the communion table or
for a meal, we do so with three things in mind.
First, we look back, remembering the many
meals Jesus shared with others while on Earth.
Next, as we gather around the table, we do so
with grateful hearts for God’s provision. We
celebrate Jesus’ presence with us at the table.
After all, Jesus promises, “I am with you always,”
and “Where two or more are gathered together
in my name, there I am also.” Finally, as we
gather we do so with hope; looking forward to
the day described in Isaiah and Revelation. On
that day when all that is unjust becomes just,
and all that is broken becomes whole, and all
that is wrong becomes right, there is going to
be a wonderful meal. All God’s people from
every tribe and nation will assemble on the
Lord’s Mountain and the Lord of hosts will
make a feast of rich food and well-aged wines
for all peoples. Shalom!
In Making Room, Christine Pohl writes, “A
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shared meal is the activity most closely tied to
the reality of God’s kingdom.” My hope is that
all SMC tables will be Kingdom Tables, where
Christ is revealed. Kingdom Tables are inviting
and welcoming. As food is blessed and served,
those who are gathered, whether stranger or
friend or enemy, mutually receive the blessing
of provision and grace that comes from God. At
the table, people ﬁnd connection and belonging.
Everyone has enough. We face each other, we
share stories and listen, and we are strengthened
and nourished. We learn from each other. As
we gather as Jesus’ followers around our tables,
may we remember the past, live in the present,
and look forward to the future. And may Christ’s
presence continue to be made known to us and
through us in the breaking of the bread.
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Tables—Inviting and Welcoming
Janae Grows up Bilingual
Janae Viviana
Morales was
born to Pastor
Jenifer Eriksen
Morales and
Victor Morales
on June 25,
2010.
Her
parents are from Phillipsburg, New
Jersey and Tlacotepec, Puebla, Mexico
respectively. Janae means “gift from
God” and that is how Jen and Victor
feel about her.
Janae is 7 years old and goes to
E.M Crouthamel Elementary School
in Souderton. One of her favorite
things to do is play with her Calico
Critters. She also received a baby

bunny for Christmas and calls her new
pet “Rabbie.” She plays instruments
and has 2 piano teachers, one, Mrs.
Rebekah, Suzuki trained and the other,
Nancy Moyer, traditional. She also
just started to play the violin with Ms.
Anne.
Janae has travelled to Mexico to
see her “abuela” (grandma) several
times in her short life, but missed the
most recent trip that her brothers
and “Papi” made over Christmas. She
stayed at home with “Mom” during
that time but generally the family
visits their relatives in Mexico every
other year. Janae has also travelled to
Vermont and Florida with her mom
on business trips. Papi (Victor) usually

by Bev Miller

speaks Spanish to Janae as he has with
his two older children and they answer
him in Spanish. Mom (Jen) speaks
English to Janae and in this way, she
has become bilingual. Her
favorites include:
• Color: turquoise
• Food: mac and cheese
• Time at school: recess and art
• Subject: writing
Janae has two brothers, Nic, who
is 15 and in 9th grade and Jonathan,
who is 12 and in 6th grade. She enjoys
playing legos and games with her
brothers, visiting her neighbors,
painting,
and
almost
anything
connected with arts and crafts.

PA Native Remembers Early Days
“I sat on my mother’s lap in the
dark during air raids,” recalls Libby
Musselman. It was a scary time for Libby
at age 4 or 5 who did not understand
what was going on and why they had
to shut all the curtains, turn oﬀ the
lights and be quiet as the drill sirens
wailed outside.
Elizabeth (Libby) Landis Musselman
was born to Levi and Fanny Clemens
Landis in 1940 as the “baby” of seven
children. Her oldest brother was
already 23 when she was born, so she
grew up playing with her nieces and
nephews more than her brothers and
sisters. In fact, Libby’s oldest niece,
Julie Landis, was born a few weeks after
Libby and because they all lived in the
same “triple house” in Harleysville, they
became very close.
“Having a niece the same age
saved me. I never played much with
my siblings. By the time I was 8 years
old, they were all married.” Her older
siblings, twins Mary and Martha had
“dolls” to play with as they compared

baby Libby and baby Julie in
their bassinets sitting side by
side.
Julie and Libby “made up
games, went to the beach, and
spent a lot of time outside.”
They did everything together
since they were so close in
age. Her siblings may have
thought she was “spoiled” (as older
siblings often do), but in Libby’s words,
“Mom treated me as special.” And she
treasured that close relationship most
of her life. Her mom died in 1997 at the
age of 99.
Through the years, Julie and
Libby remained close, even marrying
brothers, John and Gerald Musselman.
They raised their families together and
Julie was the one to encourage Libby
to go to college and get an art degree.
Afterwards, Libby started an art
program at Penn View Christian School
many years ago for the children in the
community. She taught art classes for
over 35 years and still remains active

as an art teacher and
mentor.
Most of her siblings
are no longer living
and even her beloved
husband, John, suddenly
passed away in 2004.
Libby enjoys spending
time with her adult
children and their families. Libby’s Godgiven love of art and beauty seems
to give her life a youthfulness and
vibrancy that can be seen in her love
of patchwork quilts and beautiful wall
hangings. Her continued excitement
of life and generosity toward others is
a legacy she shares with all those she
meets.

SOUDERTON

mennonite church
105 W. Chestnut Street • Souderton, PA
215-723-3088 • soudertonmennonite.org
Sunday Worship Services: 9:30 am
Sunday School for all ages: 10:50 am

From the Congo to Automotive Mechanics
Josh Nyamoga was born on
February 16, 2000 in Bukava, Congo.
The Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DR Congo) is one of the most populous
countries in sub-Saharan Africa, and
the largest French-speaking African
country. He doesn’t remember living
in the Congo because he was only a
few years old when he moved with his
mother, Wivine Lutonde to Kampala,
Uganda. An estimated 300,000
Congolese migrants and refugees
reside in one of the nine neighboring
countries (Angola, Burundi, Central
African Republic, Republic of Congo,
Rwanda, Sudan [now South Sudan],
Tanzania, Uganda, and Zambia).
In Uganda, Josh remembers
hanging out with friends and playing
soccer for Bright Soccer Academy in
the small area of Katwe. Josh doesn’t
mention scavenging for food (as can
be seen in a recent movie called Queen

of Katwe), but does refer to a “starving
season” or “sunny season” when the
hot sun made growing crops diﬃcult
and the food became very expensive at
the markets. He remembers how they
used to stock up on food in December
for the rest of the year and try to go
early in the morning to market when
there were more options available.
Josh
remembers
how
the
government leaders allowed Congolese
people into Uganda but that the
Ugandan people did not like having
people from other countries in their
midst. Muslim people were especially
at risk of being turned into slaves. But if
you weren’t Muslim, you were at risk of
being killed. Politicians and community
leaders blame the high crime rate on
high unemployment and rampant use
of recreational drugs.
Today, Josh has been living in the US

for 5 years
and attends
Souderton
High School
and North
M o n t c o
Tech Career
Center, studying diesel truck and
automotive technology. After high
school, he is looking forward to
attending the Automotive Training
Center in Warminster to complete the
automotive program and get a job as
a mechanic. His favorites include:
• Color: black
• Food: broccoli and chicken
• Class in school: automotive
classes
• Hobbies: listening to music,
playing video games, watching
mechanic videos, and videos on
how to help homeless people.

Sr. High Youth Group Retreat
“This weekend was full of laughter
and praising God. It was such a great
time with many memories that will
last forever and growing closer with
each other.” ~ Sydney Leaman

