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By Pastor Tim Bentch, Lead Pastor

I remember the chocolate pies my 
Aunt Eunice made—six inches tall, 

rich and delectable. I also remember 
the mud pies my brother and I made. 
Once, we tasted them, choking and 
spitting as we ran to find a hose to 
rinse the taste out of our mouths. 

Like pies, there is a big difference 
between real relationships and those 
based on pretense. None of us care 
to admit how often we find ourselves 
pretending. Instead of enjoying depth 
and authenticity soaked in the love 
of Jesus, we’ve become skilled at 
playacting. We keep going, hoping 
our mud pies will magically transform 
into real chocolate. 

Help from the Master Baker
Thankfully, we have a baker who 
helps us. His recipe? “A new command 
I give you: Love one another. As I 
have loved you, so you must love one 
another. By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you love 
one another” -John 13:35. Even more 
powerful instructions are in Jesus’ 
final words to his disciples the night 
before he was crucified: 

“My prayer...that they may be one 
as we are one—I in them and 
you in me—so that they may be 
brought to complete unity. Then the 
world will know that you sent me 
and have loved them even as you 
have loved me.” - John 17:20-23

Our Unity is Our Testimony
We are called to oneness, to unity. If 
we allow divisions to come between 
us or, if in our apathy, we simply 
fall away from each other, then our 
testimony to the world around us is 
invalidated. What we have to offer is 
as appealing as mud pie—fun to play 
with but no thanks. When we are one 
in Christ and with one another in him, 
then the world will know that Jesus is 
real and that he is with us.

Oneness Takes Work
How do we as a Church function 
as one? In the words of pastor and 
author, Tony Evans, “We don’t. He 
does—both in us and through us.” 
As humans, we seem to be naturally 
prone to strife and division. But Jesus 
will do the work of oneness in us 
and through us when we turn fully to 
him. Oneness takes commitment and 
work. It means that we meet often 
together and don’t give up when 
we are bored, when things seem 
shallow or the style is not what we 
like. It means that we love 
by sharing our resources 
and giving to others in need 
(1 John 3:18). That is our 
testimony. 

Opportunities for Unity
Thankfully, God has blessed 
us with warm loving 
fellowship at SMC. The way 
I see people caring for one 
another is truly evident of 
the abiding love of Jesus. 

Our relationships are not based on 
pretense. Our goal of practicing 
meaningful and genuine relationships 
is evident as we continue to press 
into our vision focus—Strengthening 
Meaningful Connections with 
Christ, Church and Community. As 
we commit to grow in love for one 
another, we know it takes work - to 
confront each other (face to face), 
work out our differences, encourage 
one another and look for Spirit-
given opportunities to grow toward 
one another instead of further 
apart. Opportunities abound with 
Sunday school, Table Church, small 
groups, fellowship and service. Let us 
approach these areas with renewed 
hope and commitment praying, 

Lord, take us deeper. Lead us into 
the oneness that you have with the 
Father. Teach us to truly love one 
another. Make us a community that 
speaks loudly to the world about 
who you are!  
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Sunday, May 19th was dedicated 
to the musical talents which 

are abundant throughout our 
congregation. The theme for Music 
Sunday was “Singing & Praying 
the Psalms,” a theme that was 
developed out of the Getty Sing!2018 
Conference held in Nashville, last 
summer, which was attended by three 
of our worship leaders and Pastor Tim. 
There, we learned how the Psalms can 
be used and are relevant in every area 
and aspect of our individual lives—in 
times of joy, pain, lament, guilt and 
peace. 

In planning this service, it was 
important to us to link our music to 
God’s word—so many of the songs 
we sing come directly out of Scripture, 
especially the newer contemporary 
pieces. We wanted to put the Bible 
verses next to the songs to remind 
ourselves of the importance of “hiding 
God’s word in our hearts”. 

Bring Us Together!   2019 Spring Conference Assembly

On May 4, Franconia Mennonite 
Conference (FMC) delegates 

joined in EDC’s Spring Assembly 
at Zion Mennonite Church. The 
purpose of this unique gathering, 
representing 40 congregations, 
was to receive and discuss 
recommendations for the possible 
formation of a new, combined 
conference. Pastor Tim Bentch and 
Pastor John Engle represented 
Souderton Mennonite Church.

Members of the Joint Structure and 
Identity Task Force revealed hours 
of prayer, listening, thought and 
discernment in the “New Conference 
Structure Recommendations” 
(https://edc-fmc.org/assembly/):

•  Annual assembly
•  Conference board structure
•  Delegate representation
•  Member congregations
•  Conference-related ministries

Two areas that still require attention 
are the name of the new conference 
(suggestions welcome!) and an 
implementation plan. 

Following the presentations, Emily 
Ralph Servant led a combined 
worship team in song. The spirit of 
reconciliation was in the air as the 
gathering sang “Together,” followed 
by the Indonesian hymn, “Bagi Tuhan 
(For God).”

During the afternoon, delegates 

Singing & Praying the Psalms   Music Sunday 2019

Nic Morales (above) began the morning 
with his wonderful piano playing of 
some contemporary pieces and then 
Paul Bennett and Bob Maxwell shared 
a piece from Handel’s Water Music 
Suite, titled “Trumpet with Horns.” The 
bell choir, under the direction of Dottie 
Reed, shared two pieces, “Redeemed” 
and, after a reading of Romans 10:14 & 
15, “We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations.” 
The Adult Choir shared two anthems, 
“Proclaim the Glory of the Lord” and “O 
Magnify the Lord,” which is taken from 
the first three verses of Psalm 34. 

The worship team lead out in some 
new songs that the congregation has 
really come to love, “Jesus is Mine” 
and “Grace,” which says “…by grace I 
am redeemed, by grace I am restored; 
and now I freely walk into the arms 
of Christ my Lord.”  (Eph. 2: 8-10). 
The worship team also “taught” the 
congregation a new song from Keith 
& Kristyn Getty, called “Magnificent, 
Marvelous, Matchless Love,” which 
serves to remind us we are loved 
with an extravagant love that paid 
the ultimate price to bring us into 
relationship with God. 

and task force members discussed 
the recommendations in breakout 
groups. While questions and work 
remain, a spirit of unity, excitement 
and “Why did we wait so long?” was 
clearly present. 

The affirmation vote for conference 
reconciliation will be held at the Fall 
Assembly on November 1 & 2. 

By Lori Cassel, 
Choir Director
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Fifty women and girls participated in 
our recent Women’s Ministry Service 

Day and prepared 200 birthing kits for 
Hope for Health, as well as materials 
for Days for Girls International. Many 
thanks to all who donated supplies 
and to those who gave the gift of their 
time!

Women’s Ministry Service Day

Here at SMC, there is no shortage 
of Sunday school classes from 

which to choose year-round, with 
more than a dozen classes for adults 
and age-appropriate classes for kids 
and teens. 

A Great Time to Jump In!   Summer Sunday School Starts June 23 

However, as Kirby King, director of 
adult formation under the guidance 
of Pastor Jenifer Eriksen Morales, 
notes: “It can be difficult to break 
into an established class where 
everyone knows each other and has 
been studying together for months.” 

That’s what makes the summer 
elective adult Sunday school class 
such a great opportunity for Sunday 
school newbies! According to Kirby, 
it’s an ideal way to “break in” and 
gives folks a chance to meet people 
from many different classes.  

This year’s summer elective class 

Fun activities are ahead in the 
Children’s summer Sunday school 

session! From June 30 to August 18, 
the children will be exploring how we 
engage our faith through different life 
experiences, such as through movies 
we watch, our families, serving others 
and engaging with junior and senior 
high youth members. The summer 
session will start with a “Kick Off to 
Summer” party, followed by themed 
Sunday school classes:
•	Movie Sundays will revolve around 

children identifying and exploring 
Biblical truths in movies.

•	 Family Fusion Sundays will be a 
special time where a parent or 
caregiver will attend SS with their 

is entitled, “Minor Prophets, Major 
Messages,” and is a look at 12 
Old Testament prophets/books of 
the Bible, taught by Pastor John 
Engle. If you have no idea what a 
minor prophet is, no worries. No 
prior knowledge is required or 
assumed. The class will be structured 
with ample opportunities for 
questions, participation and small 
group discussion as opposed to a 
lecture format. 

The new class starts on June 23 
and will meet in the Fellowship 
Hall at 10:50 a.m. 

Keeping Kids Growing All Summer Long
child and engage in different 
hands on interactive faith-
building activities. 

•	 Youth Sundays will allow the 
children to strengthen their 
connections with the 
junior and senior high 
students and enjoy 
youth-led games and 
activities. 

•	 There also will be a 
service day where 
children will complete 
various projects to 
benefit people in 
our church and our 
community. 

Parents will be receiving a summer 
SS schedule in their mailboxes and 
via email. Children are not going to 
want to miss out on this wonderful 
summer Sunday school session! 

By Sarah Scorzetti, 
Children’s Director
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Spiritual Journeys

105 W. Chestnut Street
Souderton, PA
215-723-3088

soudertonmennonite.org

Sunday Worship Services: 9:30 am
Sunday School for all ages: 10:50 am

By Katie McQuade 

As I reflect on my faith journey, 
the one thing that stands out 

is my time at Spruce Lake. I have 
gone to Spruce Lake many times 
for wilderness camp, retreats and 
work weekends. Every time I go, I 
can really feel God working through 
the people who work there, and I 
also can feel God working through 
me. I love being able to have a place 
where I can go to connect with God 
and be surrounded by others who 
want to build their relationships 
with him and others. Being able to 
serve at Spruce Lake also has been 
a great opportunity for me to grow 
personally and to share my thoughts 
with others in a very positive and 
beneficial way.  

Lead the Generation Conference

Join us for a “Roar”-ing good time at Vacation Bible 
School on June 24-28 from 9-11:30 a.m.! Children 
starting kindergarten through 5th grade can 
participate. There’ll be Bible stories, games, crafts, 
snacks and more. To register, visit 
www.soudertonmennonite.org 

Enjoy a community worship 
experience on Sunday, June 16 
at Souderton Community Park. 
Six other local congregations 
will join us as we praise our Lord 
together. The 70-voice Mennonite 
Children’s Choir of Lancaster will 
provide special music. Please bring 
a chair or blanket and a canned 
good for Keystone Opportunity 
Center’s Food Pantry. Pre-service 
music begins at 9:30 a.m. and 
the service begins at 10:00 
a.m. There is a limited amount 
of handicap parking. In case of 
inclement weather, an alert will 
be posted on our web site: www.
soudertonmennonite.org. 

By Emma Bentch 

Since I have been raised in a 
Christian family, I have always 

believed in God and felt that he 
was always in my life guiding me. 
However, I truly felt his presence in 
hard times when I needed him the 
most. During difficult times of my 
disease when I was in pain and felt 
hopeless, I saw the impact of prayer 
by people from church who prayed 
for me. During one hospitalization, I 
was healed right after two members 
of the Care Team prayed for me. 
Ever since I was diagnosed with 
my disease, I believe that God has 
been trying to show me who he is 
and how much he loves me by the 
impact of prayer on my health. 

By Emily O’Rourke 

On March 30, I went to the Lead 
the Generation Conference 

with several other SMC junior high 
youth and advisors.  In one of our 
breakout sessions, we learned 
how to approach someone who 
is not a Christian. We were told 
about different approaches and 
encouraged that we should not 
feel odd or embarrassed about 
saying we are Christian to our 
non-Christian friends. We also had 
a time for comments or questions 
at the end, and there were some 
very interesting and meaningful 
comments to go along with what the 

speaker had to say. This was a very 
fun experience for me, and I enjoyed 
getting to know the other youth that 
went on the trip.    

Vacation Bible School


