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Mentor Ministry:  
    Knitting Us 
         Together

Prayer Shawl Ministry members 
Joy Good and Dee Johnson 
recently introduced a number 
of our young women and their 
mentors/moms to the craft of 
knitting. They shared a bit about 
this outreach ministry and the 
materials used to create the 
unique shawls. There were faces of 
concentration, along with smiles, 
as we then learned a new hobby! 

By Rhonda Ruth

Answering the Call 
               With a Prayer Shawl

The first Tuesday evening of every 
month, a group of congenial folks 
from SMC gather to knit and chat. 
While they talk, their hands are 
busy completing a special three-
stitch pattern that signifies the Holy 
Trinity, explains long-time knitter 
Dee Johnson. On a table in front 
of them is a rainbow of completed 
shawls. 

This is the prayer shawl ministry, 
a quiet, caring outreach of SMC. 
Started about 10 years ago by Joy 
Good, Susan Long and Charlene 
Clemmer, the prayer shawl ministry 
lovingly produces prayer shawls 
that bless the lives of others. 
Anyone can request a prayer 
shawl, which are given away free to 
those who ask. Recipients include 
newborns, newly dedicated babies, 
high school graduates, newlyweds 
and those who are hurting, sick or 
in need.  

Members pray for the future 
recipient as they are working and 
pray together over each completed 
shawl. When possible, they like 
to deliver the shawl in person, 
wrapping the recipient in it, while 

they lay hands on him/her and pray.

You Can Help!
Participants in the prayer shawl 
ministry typically buy their own 
supplies, but donations and supplies 
are always welcome. Additional 
members are warmly invited to 
join—in fact, the group will even 
teach you how to knit or crochet! All 
are welcome to join (including men!). 
For information, contact Joy Good at 
carol_good@hotmail.com or Pastor 
John at 215-723-3088, ext. 106

Testimonial
Over the years, the group has 
received notes and comments 
about how this simple gift has 
impacted recipients. In one case, 
a family lost its home to a fire. 
Although non-believers, family 
members remarked that there was 
something special about these 
shawls. When they wrapped the 
shawls around themselves, they 
felt arms embracing them – and 
this gave them peace in one of the 
most difficult times of their lives. 
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Helping Hands Make a Difference in Bastrop
This winter, Dottie and Keith Reed dedicated six weeks of 
service to Bastrop First Baptist Church. Why Bastrop, you 
ask?

“Two years ago after a major flood, we served as volunteers 
for Mennonite Disaster Service in the Bastrop area,” 
explained Keith. “While we were there, we worshipped at 
Bastrop First Baptist Church. We loved the people there.” 

The feeling was mutual. The congregation asked Keith, a 
retired builder, and Dottie, a retired teacher, to come back 
and help them upgrade their church, which was growing 

rapidly due to a local housing boom.                                                                                                                                           

Keith did a significant amount of electrical work 
throughout the church, including installing new lighting 
and closed circuit televisions. He and Dottie also painted 
and completed other repairs.  

In her free time, Dottie enjoyed the church’s quilt club, 
which sews about 100 lap quilts per year. Both also 
enjoyed singing in the choir. 

Now back in our area, Keith and Dottie are looking to put 
their “Helping Hands” to work ministering to those in our 
community. 

Reflections from the Junior High Retreat By Arianna Stranere 

In February, five adults and 27 junior high 
youths attended the IGNITE retreat at 
Spruce Lake.  

Most Meaningful Messages
Learning to love, forgive others and focus 
on the good.

How were you able to connect more 
deeply with Christ and each other?
Worshipping, break-out sessions, praying 
together. 

After attending Ignite, what would you 
most like to change in your life?
Create a healthier, less “fake” relationship 
with God. Also, thinking “I get to go to 
church” and “I have the privilege to go to 
church.”


