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“Pass it on” was clearly Jesus’ 
intent from the very start of 

his ministry. Jesus empowers us all 
to pass it on — to pass on the life, 
the love, the gifts and the ministries 
that are entrusted to us. He has 
given us precious gifts that are ours 
for keeping and for sharing. He has 
given us gifts that are to be nurtured, 
multiplied and given as blessings to 
others. Too often, we guard what we 
have rather than taking the risk to 
pass it on. 

This may sound scary at the 
beginning, but passing it on is easy, 
joyous and a privilege. It’s also 
simple. 

How do we pass it on? I remember 
the words of wisdom shared by a 
middle schooler when I asked how 
we can build intergenerational 
relationships: “How about if some 
of the older men take us fishing?” 
Sounds very biblical, doesn’t it? Jesus’ 
ministry had a lot to do with fishing! 

To pass it on, we simply spend time 
with others and shower them with 
the love of Jesus. When we bless 
others with our time and attention, 
when we pray for them, when we 
engage in meaningful connections, 
when we are open to talk about the 
great things God has done in our 
lives, then we are passing on the joy 
of walking with Jesus.

A few helpful steps:
1. Pray and ask God who he 

wants to bless through you.
2. Pray for those that come to 

mind and those that cross 
your path. 

3. Ask God to give you an 
opportunity to connect in 
meaningful ways with the 
people he places on your 
heart and in your path.

4. Offer to pray for them. Gentle 
words, such as “How can 
I pray for you?” can open 
hearts and doors. 

5. Invite them to do something 
enjoyable together, serve 
together or simply hang out.*

6. Over time and if it feels right, 
invite them to pray and read 
the Bible together for part of 

the shared time together.
7. Encourage them to pass it on 

to others.

Passing it on may require you to take 
a few steps outside of your comfort 
zone. But, if Jesus is in you, then 
you have the greatest treasure to 
share with others in our fellowship 
as well as those who have never 
met Jesus. We are called to pass it 
on, generously, joyously and without 
concern about the results. God is the 
one who draws people to himself. We 
simply pass on his love to others.

*If you reach out to children and 
youth, make sure you get your child 
protection clearances and follow the 
SMC Child Protection guidelines. 
Consider joining our mentor program!
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#MennoCon19: Unity Through Diversity

#MennoCon19, the Mennonite 
Church USA (MCUSA) 

biennial convention, was held in 
Kansas City, Missouri from July 
2-6. It was an inspiring week of 
Bible teaching, spirited worship, 
informative seminars and important 
decision making. 

The centerpiece of the delegate 
sessions was a series of workshops 
by Thomas Yoder Neufeld, 
professor emeritus of religious 
studies at Conrad Grebel University. 
His theme, “Gathered into One,” was 
based on Ephesians and confirmed 
that we are gathered through 
Christ into unity with one another. 
We are most like Christ and the 
body of Christ when we live in 
unity through our diversity. That 
is our best witness to the world. 
He used the illustration that God 
through Christ unified Jews and 
gentiles. Our legacy as Anabaptist 
Christians is to live in harmony. We 
do not present Christ to the world 
in our divisiveness. Before we can 
truly represent Christ, we have to 
embrace our unity in diversity.

This year, youth and adults joined 
together for worship. About 
3,000 folks gathered morning and 
evening to sing and hear stories 
and motivational speakers. We 
heard stories from MCUSA churches 
who are making a difference in 
their communities. Megan Good 
challenged us to open our windows 
and let the wind of the Spirit blow in. 
Leonard Dow shared how the Spirit 
has guided him during challenges 
in his life. Glenn Guyton calls us 
to witness to God’s peace and 
experience the transformation of 
the Spirit. For more information on 
#MennoCon19, visit 
http://convention.mennoniteusa.org.

By Ed & Lucy Brubaker, Wendy Wong and John Long

SMC #MennoCon19 delegate team (left to right): 
Ed Brubaker, Lucy Brubaker, Wendy Wong, John Long

The delegates passed several proposals during the week:
• The first was an amendment to the bylaws that allows congregations to 

nominate one youth representative as a voting delegate to convention. 
• The second was the “Churchwide Statement on the Abuse of Child 

Migrants.” As a peace church, we want to take a stand against the 
abusive treatment of migrants and call for a change of policy and action 
by the United States government. Action items include advocating 
humane immigration policies at all levels and encouraging congregations 
to send members to the border region through Mennonite Central 
Committee (MCC) Borderlands tours to learn about and witness to the 
conditions of migrants. 

• A third was to approve updates to the MCUSA bylaws. Most of the 
updates were related to the addition of the youth delegates. This 
proposal passed unanimously.
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We are so thankful for the 100 children and 60 
volunteers who participated in this summer’s 

“Roar” Vacation Bible School (VBS). We learned that 
“Life is Wild. God is Good” and we raised $1,783.45 
for 2 Seconds or Less, an organization dedicated to 
ending childhood malnutrition. 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) is one of our most 
important ministries as a church. It takes a lot of work 
and volunteers, but it is so worth it! 

It all starts in December when the VBS leadership team selects two curriculum kits 
to buy and compare. In January, we choose one and start organizing our part of it. 

Sign up for volunteers is in early spring. That’s all of you! SMC has an awesome 
congregation with such a wonderful heart and willingness to do what is needed to 
make VBS happen! I truly appreciate all those who were willing to help this year, 
especially those who served in an area that was not their choice. 

This year was especially wonderful because we had several community youths who 
aged out of VBS who were willing to volunteer to help. One of these volunteers, 
who didn’t speak English, was excited to tell Merrill Moyer on the ride home that he 
had made a friend. How beautiful to see our SMC youth connecting in this way!

The next step is child sign ups and then VBS week! VBS week is full of fun and 
excitement! The children are led by adult and youth guides. There are four stations: 
games, story, snacks and craft. We also have opening and closing worship times. It’s 
a great week of songs, stories and drawing closer to God. 

I hope to see you there next year!

Drawing Closer to God Through Vacation Bible School

Did you know that Quilt & Knot is 
the oldest, continuous running 

ministry at Souderton Mennonite 
Church (SMC)? The ministry has been 
in service for almost 80 years and 
recently marked its 959th meeting! 

“Years ago, the group rolled bandages 
from bed sheets for hospitals and 

Quilt & Knot: Part of the Fabric of SMC
children’s homes and also made 
clothing for the Needle Guild, a 
community relief organization,” 
explains Sylvia Derstine, who 
joined the group about 10 years 
ago. 

Today, the group of eight to 12 
participants meets from 9 am to 

3 pm on the first Tuesday 
of every month to stitch 
quilts and knot comforters. 
The Quilt & Knot ministry 
completes two to three knotted 
comforters a month and three 
to four quilts per year. 

The ministry is self-supporting 
but gladly accepts donations.  
Some of the quilts are sold to 
individuals. Others are donated 
to Care & Share, the youth 
auction and to individuals. You 

can see their handiwork in the quilt 
that hangs outside of the Fellowship 
Hall. 

At each meeting, participants gather 
around big wooden quilting frames, 
to stitch, knot and connect with each 
other. The conversation continues 
over lunch, and Nancy Derstine 
usually leads the group through a 
thought-provoking devotional. 

How to Get Involved:  No 
experience is necessary. The group 
is open to men and women of all 
ages. It’s a great activity for mentor-
mentee pairs, homeschoolers, retired 
couples, etc. 

How I Can Help: Quilt & Knot is 
always in need of new or gently used 
dark colored double-, queen- or 
king-sized sheets to use for backings. 

By Dee Johnson, VBS Coordinator
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Sunshine, Soap Suds and Shoofly: 
Ingredients for a Successful Youth Fundraiser

105 W. Chestnut Street
Souderton, PA
215-723-3088

soudertonmennonite.org

Sunday Worship Services: 9:30 am
Sunday School for all ages: 10:50 am

Our junior high youth carwash and 
bake sale on July 27 was a huge 

success, raising $2,212 for Hayley’s 
Sunshine, a local nonprofit dedicated 
to bringing sunshine and hope to 
children who have lost a family 
member. Thank you to everyone who 
helped with and contributed to this 
fun community outreach event! 

Men’s Bible Study: A Place to Learn & Grow

Men’s Bible study groups 
offer a unique learning 

experience compared to church 
and Sunday school – and a respite 
for today’s men who are juggling 
responsibilities at work and at home. 
Recently, we have had four weekly 
men’s breakfast groups – two of 
those with youth and a Tuesday 
evening Bible study.  
Jeff Ruth leads a study on Thursday 
mornings from 6:30-7:30 am at the 
Franconia Café. “It’s a no-pressure 
approach to the Bible,” explains Jeff. 
“We walk through a book in the 
Bible, read a chapter each week and 
ask ourselves, ‘What does this say?’ 
and ‘How can I apply this in my life?’ 
At the end, we pray for each other.” 
Pat Wajda attended a similar Bible 
study this spring at Pastor Tim’s 
home: “I had a lot on my plate 
then, and I appreciated the male 

fellowship and the opportunity to 
hear other men’s perspectives and 
experiences.”  
“We don’t always have spiritual 
brothers to look up to in our 
everyday experiences,” Jeff noted. 
“The men in our Bible study group 
share a common interest, a goal to 
learn more and a bond of trust with 
each other.”  
Since attending the men’s Bible 
study, Pat noted, “I find that I’m 
less stressed, less anxious and more 
inclined to meditate and read my 
Bible. By learning more, I’ve also 
learned to be a better teacher.” 
We’re sure Pat’s fifth grade Sunday 
school class will benefit from his 
positive learning experience! 
 
For more information on upcoming 
men’s Bible studies, please check the 
weekly bulletin. 

      

• StoryTime – Tuesdays at 10 am, 
September 9-October 15

• Senior Luncheon – Wednesday, 
September 18 at noon

• Adult Choir Rehearsal – Wednesdays 
    at 7 pm starting September 18

• Women’s Ministry Brunch – Saturday, 
September 28, 9-11 am

• Marriage Ministry Event – Saturday, 
October 5 at 7:00 pm

• Wednesday Community Nights – 
Starting October 9 at 6:00 pm

• Women’s Ministry Game Day –
 October 13 at noon
• Concert Series: Pianist Benjamin 

Harding – October 20 at 3:00 pm

Coming this fall:  Look for an exciting new 
adult Sunday school series, “Community 

Conversations.”  More about this from 
Pastor Jen soon!

Support Groups at SMC
For more information, contact 
Pastor John at 215-723-3088, ext. 106.

• Alcoholics Anonymous – Thursdays 
    at 7:30 pm
• Dementia Care – August 22
    September 26 at 6:30 pm
• Divorce Care -Wednesdays at 7:00 pm 

starting September 4 

• GriefShare – Thursdays at 10:00 am 
starting September 5

• Narcotics Anonymous – Wednesdays 
    at 7:00 pm


