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By Pastor Jenifer Eriksen Morales

When I began pastoring at 
Souderton Mennonite Church 
(SMC), I was touched and inspired 
by this congregation’s passion 
and commitment to serving others 
through short-term mission and work 
projects. I was pleasantly surprised 
by the number of SMC people—from 
teens to seniors—who embarked 
for a few days, weeks or months of 
service through a variety of ministries, 
organizations and mission agencies. 
Clearly, this is a strength of our 
congregation and one on which we 
can build. 

As a result of this and information 
collected through a mission survey 
of the congregation in the summer 
of 2018, the Mission Engagement 
Team has developed the Short-Term 
Mission Fund. The purpose of this 
fund is to continue to promote and 
encourage short-term missional 
engagement by providing financial 
support to SMC adults, young 
adults and individual youth who 
are planning to participate in a 
short-term mission or service trip 
or ministry related internship.  
We do not want finances to hinder 
participation in short-term missions, 
so anyone planning to serve in 

At their 
February luncheon, 
the Senior Citizens 

were challenged 
to raise $7,000 

to begin this fund.  
As of March 20, 
they have raised 
$4,388 toward 

their goal!

a short-term manner may apply 
for a grant from the Short-Term 
Mission Fund. For guidelines and an 
application, see Pastor Jenifer or visit 
the “Missions” tab on our website at 
www.soudertonmennonite.org.

As SMC lives into our vision 
of Strengthening Meaningful 
Connections with Christ, Church 
and Community, what better 
way for this to happen than by 
participating together in short-term 
missions?  Short-term mission trips 
are exciting for those who follow 
God’s invitation to serve.  In short-
term mission projects, ordinary 
people serve in the background, 
often in not so glamorous ways.  
Team members connect with each 

other as they travel, live and work 
together, building strong and lasting 
relationships. They connect with the 
people they are serving and gain 
valuable inner and cross-cultural 
experience, while seeing God at work 
in the lives of others.  

As short-term missionaries join 
God’s work, they gain experience 
and skills for sharing Christ’s good 
news in various forms. They realize 
they are one small part of God’s 
bigger missional story.  As SMC’s 
short-term missionaries share with 
the congregation their stories 
and experiences, they inspire and 
encourage us to join the work of 
God’s Spirit in our church and in our 
community.
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Scott Seuren from Canaan 
Cabinetry and Bucks County 
Soapstone introduced several of 
our young men and their mentors/
dads to the trade and craftsmanship 
of woodworking. We learned about 
the many pieces of equipment used 
and the attention to detail that goes 
into each project. We are blessed 
to have local tradesmen who are 
willing to share of their time and 
talents with our youth!

Unique Women Connect at SMC

By Rhonda Ruth

“Always remember that you are absolutely unique. 
Just like everyone else.” — Margaret Mead

Friendships are made on Wednesday 
Community Nights at SMC. Nowhere 
is that more apparent than at the 
Unique Women’s Hangout in a cozy 
room on the first floor called the 
“Nook.”  At the Unique Women’s 
Hangout, women of differing abilities 
get together to study the Bible, pray, 
work on service projects and plan 
group outings. 

In just the last few months, the 
Unique Women:
•	 Raised funds for the youth 

mission trip at the auction by 
selling their tasty seasoned 
pretzels

•	Made cookies and sang 
Christmas carols to the Narcotics 
Anonymous group that meets 
onsite

•	Assembled care packages and 
wrote notes to SMC’s college 
students 

•	Helped sort bottles and put 
stickers on medicine bottles for 
Hope for Health 

Mary Benner, former children’s and 
youth pastor at SMC for 16 years, 
helped initiate the first gathering of 
the Unique Women’s group. 
With the assistance of other 
dedicated volunteers, including 

Jill Kaercher, Kim 
Wieder and Bekah 
Wajda, the group 
plans fun activities, 
such as movie nights, bowling, mini-
golf, swim parties, an annual Bridge 
of Hope concert and field trips. 
The group even went to Longwood 
Gardens this winter! 

But what does the group appreciate 
the most from their time together? 
“We pray for each other,” explained 
Thea Moyer, group member and 
SMC custodian.

You Can Help! 
Interested in walking beside these 
ladies on their faith journeys? 
Here’s how you can get involved:
•	Offer to share your own faith 

journey at one of their meetings 
(Special thanks to those who 
already have, including Julie 
Engle, Brenda Leister and Dawn 
Moore).

•	 Lead an activity, such as a craft or 
exercise class

•	Host a meeting at your home 
(must be wheelchair accessible)

•	Help fund an outing, so that 
everyone can participate

•	 Provide transportation to church 
or Wednesday night activities 
(especially to/from Dublin)

For more information, contact Mary 
Benner at mbenner248@gmail.com. 

(Front row) 
Thea Moyer, 

Amber Wismer, 
Mary Benner

(Back row) 
Jill Kaercher, 

Brittany Bergey, 
Page Dwyer, 

Gia Abissi 
(Missing) Laurie Iles

Mentor Ministry: It’s All in the Details
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“Pilgrim’s Progress,” an animated feature-length movie 
produced and distributed by Vision Video, will be shown 
in theaters nationwide on April 18 and 20, hosted by 
Fathom Events. Vision Video and its sister company, 
Christian History Institute, are headed up by SMC’s very 
own Bill Curtis. 

Bill’s dad, Ken Curtis, founded Vision Video in 1972 
to communicate the gospel in a convincing way to 
contemporary audiences. Back then, Ken was a young 
minister and TV producer in Boston who partnered with 
Hollywood producer, Dick Ross, to form a small film 
company to produce “The Cross and the Switchblade” 
movie and communicate the gospel in secular cinemas. 
Bill worked alongside his dad from the age of 10. He took 
over day-to-day operations in 2002, when his dad was 
diagnosed with advanced cancer. His dad passed in 2011.

In the five decades since the company’s founding, it has 
distributed 1,900 titles and won close to 400 film festival 
awards. 

“I had an amazing dad,” said Bill. “He was my best 
friend and partner. Continuing his work has been my 
life-long calling.” 

Bill and his wife and business partner, Linda, have four 
children. “I would love it if one of my children wanted 
to follow in our footsteps,” added Bill, “but I am open to 
God’s calling.”

About “Pilgrim’s Progress”
“Pilgrim’s Progress” is based on John Bunyan’s 17th 
century epic masterpiece. One of the best-selling books 

of all time, it has been 
heralded as one of 
the most significant 
works of religious 
English literature. 
“Pilgrim’s Progress” 
is an allegorical tale 
about an everyman 
character and his 
journey from the “City 
of Destruction” (this 
world) to the “Celestial 
City” (heaven) atop 
Mount Zion. 

The movie is animated by the team that does the 
Torchlighters “Heroes of Faith” video series for kids. The 
unrated movie is the equivalent of a Parental Guidance 
(PG) rating due to some scary scenes with a demon. Bill 
recommends that parents use their judgment, suggesting 
that it may be frightening for children under eight years 
old.

“Pilgrim’s Progress” will be shown on April 18 at 7:00 p.m. 
and on April 20 at 12:55 p.m. at the following theaters:

•	 Regal Warrington Crossing 22
•	 Regal Oaks Stadium 24
•	 AMC Plymouth Meeting 12

For a preview of the movie, visit www.pilgrims.movie. 

Local Ties to “Pilgrim’s Progress” 
Nationwide Cinema Event

Bill and Linda 
Curtis

“When I was young, I read a book that most people 
read in my day, but few read today—’Pilgrim’s Progress,’ 

by John Bunyan. It’s a classic that tells the story of a lonely, 
resolute traveler who struggled with temptation, overcame 

despondency, and reached his goal. ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’ 
became a metaphor for my life.” — Abraham Lincoln
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Teaching Children, 
          Reaching Parents

105 W. Chestnut Street
Souderton, PA
215-723-3088

soudertonmennonite.org

Sunday Worship Services: 9:30 am
Sunday School for all ages: 10:50 am

Laughter and excitement filled 
our main lobby for several 
Tuesdays in February and 
March. Parents and children 
from SMC and our community 
made meaningful connections 
during our Community 
Children’s Story Time. Through 
engaging stories, children have 
enjoyed learning about sharing, 
loving others and how, thanks 
to God, we don’t have to worry. We 
also sang songs with motions and 
other various movement activities. 

Alongside this joyful ministry, 
another small ministry has sprouted. 
Kate Hedrick, a former English as 
a Second Language (ESL) teacher 
and young mom, has begun a 
Conversation Club for parents 
who are trying to learn English. The 
Conversation Club also meets on 
Tuesday mornings, before and after 
Story Time. 

Spiritual Sound bites 
from the Senior High Retreat

In February, four adults and 22 senior high youths participated in the 
IGNITE retreat at Spruce Lake. Here are some of their takeaways: 

By Sarah Scorzetti, Children’s Director

Linda Longacre reads to 
the children at Story Time. 

“When you’re learning a new 
language, it can be intimidating 
to answer the phone, ask for 
something in a store or talk to your 
child’s teacher,” Kate explains. “The 
Club gives parents an opportunity 
to practice their skills in a safe 
environment.”  According to Kate, 
the conversation is free flowing and 
is mostly related to child rearing. 
Kate extends the invitation to 
parents who are attending Keystone 
Opportunity Center’s ESL classes. 

Mark Your Calendar

Community Easter Celebration
Saturday, April 13 — 10-11:00am 

Good Friday Communion Service
Friday, April 19 — 6:30pm  

Easter Worship Service 
Sunday, April 21 — 9:30am  

Music Sunday 
Sunday, May 19 — 9:30am


