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I think of this passage now as we embrace 
and affirm together our vision focus: 
Strengthening Meaningful Connections 
with Christ, Church and Community.

In the text, Jesus calls his followers to 
stay connected to him and keep that 
bond growing stronger. We do that as 
we remain in his love (vv. 9-10) and keep 
him as the Center of everything. Jesus 
himself is our Source and Life, and all we 
do is meant to flow out of a peaceful, life-
giving union with him. Menno Simons, 
the 16th century Dutch Anabaptist leader, 
loved to quote 1 Corinthians 3:11: “For 
no one can lay any foundation other than 
the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 
The SMC vision focus affirms that truth!

In John 15, Jesus also called his disciples 
to “love each other as I have loved you” 
(v. 12, 17; see 13:34-35). Their connection 
with him was meant to be reflected in 
authentic, caring relationships with one 
another. In our fragmented society with 
so much alienation, think how important 
it is that we live in genuine love and 
unity, and provide a witness to the world 
that Jesus is alive. With all the turmoil, 

wouldn’t it be amazing if unbelievers 
saw the Church as a refreshing oasis of 
peace and kindness? It can happen!

This vision reminds us that our 
relationship with Christ is not meant 
to be just a privatized experience. 
Union with him is intended to overflow 
in word and deed to others in need, 
whether nearby or far away (see Acts 
1:8). I get excited when I think of all the 
ways God may use us as a church to 
‘bear fruit’ in the future. Let’s all dream 
big, pray big prayers, and expect God 
to do great things as we seek him 
together and are open to the Holy Spirit 
showing us fresh ways of serving others 
in our community and world!

As we embark on this adventure 
together, may we all embrace the Lord’s 
word through Isaiah: “Enlarge the place 
of your tent, stretch your tent curtains 
wide, do not hold back; lengthen your 
cords, strengthen your stakes” (54:2). 
May all three of these meaningful 
connections—with Christ, church 
and community—be always growing 
stronger at SMC for God’s glory!

In John 15:5, Jesus told his disciples, “I am the vine; you are the 
branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing” (15:4-5). 
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The Family that Serves Together
In January, my family had the privilege of 
serving together in Haiti with Mary Benner 
and Hope for Health. My children (Max, Cody 
and Leah) and I had been to Haiti six years ago 
with Water for Life, and it was a life-changing 
experience. This time, the kids even talked my 
mom, Judy Alderfer, into going. At 75 years 
young, she became our group’s “Nana” and set 
the record for the oldest person to serve with 
Hope for Health! 

Serving alongside my children, my mom and 
Max’s girlfriend, Emily Gordon, I was filled with joy as I watched the patience, 
kindness and respect they showed each child and adult who attended the 
clinics. I listened to them share their hearts during devotions, pray for our 
meals and genuinely love on the people of Haiti and the members of our team. 

Dropping in on a third world country for a week is not easy but so worth the 
renewed appreciation for all that we take for granted. Haiti and its people are 
a remarkable example of God’s artistry. They are joyful people, always smiling, 
reminding us to find joy in each day that God gives us. “Where two or three are 
gathered in His name…” (Matt. 18:20) our family of six, plus the seven others on 
our team, most definitely experienced His presence with us in Haiti. 

Steve and I worked together on the 
“Strengthening Meaningful Connections 
with Christ, Church & Community” logo 
and visuals. As an artist and educator with a 
thesis on increasing creativity in students, I 
enjoy the creative process of brainstorming, 
experimenting, collaborating, evaluating and 
revising. Steve is a skilled graphic designer, 
who can make ideas appear on the computer.

The overlapping circles represent 
relationships and points of connection.

The circles ripple out from their centers. Our 
relationships, personal and as a congregation, 
have effects that radiate into our community.

The three colors represent Christ, the congregation and the community; they 
also coordinate with our church logo. Sizes, spaces and thicknesses show 
variations in our journeys. Diversity is welcome and expected.

Now, imagine the visual in motion. The ripples continue to extend outward, and 
new circles begin to overlap. As we strengthen and connect, we spread God’s 
love even further.

Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength and with all your mind; and Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” Luke 10:27

The Vision Behind the Vision Logo By Berdine Leinbach

Putting the Vision 
in Action
Back in November, an SMC team of 
volunteers met for the first time to 
begin brainstorming ways that our 
congregation and leadership could fully 
realize our shared vision of “Strengthening 
Meaningful Connections with Christ, 
Church and Community.”
“Our goal was not to create new activities 
or make lists of things to change,” 
explained team member Jonathan 
Keach, “but rather clarify what it means 
to strengthen our existing connections 
inside and outside of church. We want to 
illustrate what it looks like when our church 
body, through its various relationships in 
Souderton and the Indian Valley, listens 
for unmet needs wherever they are and 
utilizes our gifts to strengthen current 
connections among the community.  
Through brainstorming, we captured ideas 
or examples that are aligned to this vision 
which if realized over the coming months 
and years, would show us as a congregation 
the vision is being realized.” 

The team’s recommendations cut across a 
number of existing ministries and leadership 
areas, and will be shared for discussion, 
beginning with presentations to the Sunday 
school classes in February. The team 
encourages everyone’s input! 
Please join us in thanking Jonathan and 
this creative team for their hard work: 
Cory Alderfer, Terry Brunstetter, Angelo 
Buongiovanni, Jim Grieser, Kirby King, 
Jaclyn Kratz and Laura Zickefoose.

By Jill Kaercher

The Kaerchers: 
Cody, Jill, Leah and Max

The overlapping circles represent relationships and points 
of connection. The circles ripple out from their centers. 

Our relationships, personal and as a congregation, 
have effects that radiate into our community.

Strengthening 
  Meaningful 
Connections

with Christ, Church & Community
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On December 12, the congregation 
affirmed three new church board 
members and one new member to 
the Gifts Discernment team.

New Board Members

Eric Bishop, Ph.D., and his wife, 
Linda, have been members of 
SMC for almost 30 years. A gifted 
educator, communicator and writer, 
Eric served as an English teacher at 
Christopher Dock Mennonite High 
School for 37 years and teaches 
Sunday school once a month at 
SMC. 

K. Leon Moyer and his wife, Dawn, 
have attended SMC for most of 
their married lives, and Leon has a 
long history of service here. Leon is 
the retired vice chairman of Univest 
Corporation and president and CEO 
of Univest Bank and Trust Co. in 
Souderton. Leon continues to serve 
on the boards of both and is actively 
involved with numerous civic and 
charitable organizations. 

Prayer for our graduates

Erin Toth is a lifelong member at 
SMC, who has been active in the 
choir, Concert Series Committee 
and various children’s ministries. 
Erin works in the healthcare field. 
She and her husband, Andrew, have 
three children.

Gifts Discernment

Glenn Bauman and his wife, Chris, 
have attended SMC since 2004. 
Glenn is retired after 45 years with 
Swartley Bros. Electrical Contractors. 
An active member of our SMC 
family, Glenn has served in varioius 
leadership roles and enjoys our 
music ministries and teaching 
Sunday school. 

“Please join me in welcoming Eric, 
Leon and Erin to their new roles,” 
said, Dawn Moore, board chair. 
“The board is pleased to serve and 
to represent the full congregation 
the best we can. We appreciate 
your prayers and welcome 
conversation with all.”

The SMC 2019 Board: (l to r, front row) Deb Kratz, Elyse Hackman, Eric Bishop; 
(middle row) Pastor Tim Bentch, Ron Alderfer, Ted Hughes, Dawn Moore; 

(back row) Tim Mininger, Leon Moyer, Erin Toth, Steve Leinbach

Welcome Aboard!

Some of the boys and mentors 
from SMC were invited to visit 
Gouldey Welding and Fabrications 
of Souderton for an introduction 
to the industry. Bruce Gouldey 
demonstrated many pieces of 
equipment in his huge shop as well 
as techniques used in the various 
facets of his work. A highlight for the 
boys was being able to try welding 
with Bruce!  We are grateful for our 
area tradesmen who are willing to 
mentor our youth!                     

Mentor Ministry 
Explores Welding

By Rhonda Ruth
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Yardwork, Haircuts and Buns, Oh My!

105 W. Chestnut St. • Souderton, PA
215-723-3088 • soudertonmennonite.org

Sunday Worship Services: 9:30 am
Sunday School for all ages: 10:50 am

The 2019 Annual Youth Auction & Dinner was a fabulous night of fun, 
food and fellowship. The Fellowship Hall was packed with supportive 
SMC members bidding up each other for the right to bring home 
items like $120 loaves of bread, a $1,300 day of golfing, $750 day 
of yardwork and $100 cinnamon buns. The highlight, however, was 
raising $2,700 to support 7th grader Jonathan Morales in cutting and 
donating his long hair.

A huge thank you to our SMC church family for the way you blessed 
the youth of this church by donating over $35,000. WOW! All of us 
involved in youth ministry and the youth are very appreciative of your 
generosity! May your investment into these young people make a 
difference in this world for Christ! 

Children and Parents Connect 
During Winter Games
On Sunday, January 20, families of third-, fourth- and fifth-grade students 
enjoyed an afternoon of fun together. The families connected with each 
other over a potluck meal. Fifth-grade Sunday school teachers, Pat Wajda 
and Tom Moyer, led an exciting game of football with the kids. Children 
also enjoyed some winter-themed games led by Brian Histand. It was a 
great time strengthening meaningful connections with SMC families!

By Jessica Gillespie

By Sarah Scorzetti
Children’s Ministry Director


