student is academically; we have had several kids
from various classes who were moved to the
grade level above or below them to fit their
academic level regardless of their age.

The

Chestnut Corner

We also do a reward system using
“STAR-Bucks”: Self-control,
Teamwork,
Acceptance, and Respect. When a student shows
one of these traits or has exceptionally good
behavior, they might get a STAR-buck as a form of
reward and positive reinforcement. At the end of
the week, they can use their STAR-bucks to buy
small prizes or save their STAR-bucks up in order
to buy a bigger prize at the end of camp.

and visiting seemed to be the spiritual gift that was
given to me by the Holy Spirit. At first I visited
persons for Reach to Recovery, a program of the
American Cancer Society for those battling breast
cancer.
In the past 10 years or so, being a member of the
Pastoral Care Team here at SMC has been a true
blessing to me. It is such a privilege to get to know
each of you better as I make visits and calls. Praise
God for His infinite mercy and grace!

(Picture above: Kelsey & Morgan with kids from ESL)
A surprising amount of families around the
Souderton area don’t speak English as their first
language. At Souderton Mennonite Church, we host
an ESL camp that runs Mondays, Tuesdays, and
Wednesdays for five weeks. The staff is made up of
our eight Interns, many volunteers, and the heads of
the program Sue Barrow, and Jamie Cabrera.
“The main focus of our ESL Summer Camp is to help
elementary ESL students maintain their academic skills
throughout the summer. We are trying to prevent
“summer slide,” which is the tendency for students,
especially those from low-income families, to lose
some of the achievement gains they made during the
previous school year. We strive to provide fun
academic activities, especially in the areas of Reading,
Writing and Math. Also, we realize that many children
who rely on school meals, struggle to get enough to
eat during the summer months. Therefore, another
focus of our ESL Summer Camp is to provide free
breakfast and lunch to students who normally receive
free or reduced meals during the school year."
- Jamie Cabrera

Morgan and I try to learn about each student’s
heritage; as they are learning, we get to learn a
little bit from them, too. One day, we had show
and tell. A student brought in his Captain America
action figure. The other students didn’t get to
bring anything, so we asked what they would
have brought in. We try to do a question of the
day; What’s your favorite superhero? If you could
have any superpower, what would it be? In short,
our class loves superheroes! ESL is a secular
camp, but it’s neat that God gave our students
some of the same interests. He gave them the love
of learning, which is a blessing, and I believe that
He is working through the rest of the camp, even if
we can’t see him doing so.

Souderton Mennonite Church

Along with our core subjects, we include one
“special” daily: music on Monday, gym on Tuesday,
and craft on Wednesday. I teach the first and second
grade class with Morgan Leavy, and I have learned it
takes a lot of patience to work with six and seven
year olds. It’s astonishing to me how different each
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My favorite verse is : The Lord your God is with you,
From Left to Right:
he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you,
he will quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you
with singing. ~ Zephaniah 3:17
As a child, I often wondered about salvation. What
did it mean to "have Jesus come into your heart" or
"turn your life over to Jesus." At age 13, it began to
make a little more sense, and when the Brunk Tent
Revivals came into the Franconia area, I made a
decision to begin my walk with the Lord.
The teen and young adult years were learning
times. In my late twenties, the crisis of infertility
drove me to a very low point, and again I made a
decision to go deeper with Jesus. He picked me up
and showed me the way, bringing two beautiful
children for us to adopt.
At age 46, the children were teenagers, and breast
cancer reared it's ugly head. Was my life over so
soon, I asked? The answer seemed to be "no" as
now Jesus began to be my "friend" as well as my
Savior.
In finding the beauty of a relationship with the
Lord, I also found a renewed love for His people,

Pictured below: When Joanne makes her visits, she
always tries to bring her Bible and some flowers with
her!

(Pictures below: Travis’s pictures from Honduras)

I recently went on a weeklong service trip to
Honduras with the MAMA Project, and this was an
incredibly rewarding experience. Also, each week
this summer, I spend a day volunteering at the
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, which is equally
meaningful. For the Honduras trip, I joined a group
from Blooming Glen Mennonite Church that
consisted of both youth and adults. There could not
have been a more wonderful collection of people,
and I knew from the moment I met them that it would
be a great week.

Our time there was spent traveling to several villages, all of which were hidden back in the mountains,
connected to the nearest town by only a long dirt
road. Although there is free health care in Honduras,
the people living in these villages generally did not
have access. To help with this, we set up a clinic in
each village. These clinics contained a dentist, two
doctors, and various stations at which the people
would receive gifts or medical treatment, such as
deworming pills. The stations were also designed to
diagnose anemia, malnourishment, and other health
issues. In addition to the clinics, we installed cement
floors in three houses per village. Groups normally
do only two floors, but there was a need for more, so
it was amazing to see how God gave us the strength
and energy to complete so much work. Prior to the
cement, the benefitting families had to live on dirt
floors, so this was life-changing for them.

(Picture above: Morgan poses for a picture with kids
from Camp Spirit)
UrbanPromise’s mission is, “to equip children and
young adults with the skills necessary for
academic achievement, life management, spiritual
growth, and leadership.” UrbanPromise International is a non-profit organization founded by Bruce Main
when he started a summer camp in a church in
Camden, New Jersey. In Camden, Urban hosts an
after school program and a summer camp for kids
K-8th grade, a street leader program, two schools,
and more. The organization has grown over the
years and does not only have a home in New Jersey,
but also in North Carolina, Florida, Delaware,
Canada, Uganda, Honduras, and several locations in
Malawi, Africa.

Volunteering at CHOP has also opened my eyes to a
lot. I spend most of my time on the oncology floor,
where I play with the kids as they are waiting for
their chemotherapy, transfusions, or other
treatments. It’s easy to have fun and laugh with them,
but it’s more difficult when I remember that they are
not there to just play games with a volunteer. I am
always grateful for the chance to make their days a
little better, but I am hoping to have a much larger
impact in the future.

On July 5-8, both SMC and Blooming Glen’s Senior
High youth groups and the SMC summer interns
made our way to UrbanPromise’s Camden location.
Because of the holiday, our week was shorter than
normal, but we still had the time to serve at four
different summer camp locations throughout the city
in our morning hours and do assigned work projects
in our afternoons. The four summer interns that came
along, Justin Wong, Jaclyn Kratz, Jason Martin,
and I, also had the chance to lead our big group
discussion that Wednesday night to feel out how the
youth thought their experience was going.
Although this was personally my third time embarking on a service trip with Camden’s UrbanPromise,
there are always more memories to be made.
Walking into the gym of Camp Spirit, the camp the
interns spent the week at consisting of 5th– 8th

graders was life-giving. Every child was on their
feet playing football, soccer, basketball, or dancing and singing to the song playing through the
speakers to start off their morning. Dance-offs,
learning about one another, gross food-eating contests, bible games, and crafts filled our days. One
out of the many moments I felt pure happiness on
this trip was one afternoon in the gym. Jason Martin, Terrence, the rec. leader, and I, started
clapping and dancing around to an upbeat gospel
song playing through the speakers. We probably
looked like fools, but we were enjoying ourselves.
Soon enough, a line of kids formed around us making the same beat. My body was dancing, and in
my head I was thinking: We are all here, a group
of many ethnicities and skin colors, regardless of
what has been happening in the world, and we are
singing, dancing, praising, and being fools for
Jesus together. What else could be more beautiful?
Just as there are memories to be made, there are
also lessons to be learned. Every single time I
leave this city, I leave with a sense of clarity. The
simplicities of life are what really matter. Some of
these children live in broken homes, they have a
brother in jail, an uncle who passed away on the
streets or a friend who is dealing something on the
corner that is far too easy to get a hold of. But, at
the end of the day, each of these children also
have hearts of gold. This is what matters. It matters
that a group of uncomfortable, suburban
teenagers can walk into a solid and comfortable
urban community and be welcomed with open
arms. It matters that when I introduced myself to
my group of 6th graders, I forgot that I would have
to part with all of their bright smiles at the end of
the week. The joy, the laughter, the dancing and
singing, the intelligence, and the sprit of God in
every one of them matters. As our theme song of
that week states, “He’s making diamonds out of
dust, He’s making diamonds out of us.” Even
though these kids are growing up in a city that is
known for its brokenness, they are changing it,
and they are changing the ones that visit their
community. Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child
in the way he should go; even when he is old he
will not depart from it.” UrbanPromise is teaching
them love, kindness, and wisdom at a young age,
and it will definitely stick with them for life.

