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I learned that this “stranger” isn’t necessarily anyone 

in this disconnected society, but those who are sev-

ered from sustaining social networks. Some biblical  

examples of strangers are the poor, disabled, prison-

ers, sick, orphans, widows, aliens, refugees, etc…  

Jesus commands all of us to welcome people who  

cannot repay us, in light of the welcome he has freely 

extended to us. Moreover, he makes himself present to 

us through these people. So hospitality is actually  

welcoming the stranger, who cannot repay us, as 

 Jesus.  

I have learned that hospitality can be messy. This is 

because it involves sinners welcoming sinners.  

Sometimes you get burned. Some people will steal 

from you, others abuse their welcome. Your  

associations will bring on labels such as “glutton, 

drunkard, friend of sinners and tax collectors”. It takes 

spiritual discernment to embrace sinners without  

condoning sin, and knowing when to expel the  

immoral brother or false teacher. And the genuine  

encounter with suffering will often interrupt the over-

planned schedules. One must first consider the cost. 

 

I have learned a few relevant ways to practice  

hospitality in our culture of isolation, pluralism, and 

industry. Since hospitality is more of a lifestyle than 

event, the first step is to open your heart. Listening 

is at the very core of hospitality, listening for  

something of value, something from God. Listening 

creates a blank page on which a person is free to write 

their story. We are often with people but not truly with 

them. This means putting down the book, taking out 

the Bluetooth, turning down the music, and using your  

 

attention and posture to know somebody. Secondly, it 

involves the very practical short-term provision of 

food, shelter, and protection. For many, this means 

designating a room in your home for Jesus when he 

visits. Xenophobia builds up walls of suspicion which 

love turns into faces. Legitimate concerns however 

may lead us to inquire for references, or to meet this  

 

 

 

Come visit a variety of multi-sensory prayer stations 

as a way to connect with God this Lenten season. 

Spend time in thoughtful reflection as you walk the 

labyrinth, sip water from the well, taste the sweetness 

of God in the form of chocolate, express your prayers 

creatively through doodles, and so much more.  

 

Come out to the Fellowship Hall between the 

hours of 9am and 9pm February 24th to March 5th 

to enjoy this unique prayer experience.            

Children are welcome with a supervising adult.  

 

Choose the stations that speak to you. Come         

once, or come every day. Stay for twenty          

minutes, or stay for several hours.   

 

It is our prayer that the House of Prayer will be  

a source of encouragement and spiritual renewal  

for all who enter.  

 

The pictures below  are  

examples of  past prayer stations!  

 

  

Hospitality is a common theme that has appeared 

repeatedly in our church family history, recent  

congregational meeting group discussions, times of 

prayer, and sermon meditations.  As I read our 

comments in congregational meeting discussions, I 

am reminded of the saints who have modeled  

hospitality for us.  People like Richard and Mary 

Jane Detweiler, who always had open seats at the 

table for guests.  Our Wednesday Night Community 

Meals, Easter Celebrations, and Block Parties are 

other examples of how we have together practiced 

hospitality towards our neighbors here.   

I invite you to pray with me on this theme of 

hospitality and offer it to the Lord.  What could 

hospitality look like for SMC in the future?   

I also invite you to consider Pastor Scott Roth’s  

challenge from his message on January 22- what 

would it look like for families to open two meals 

each week to eat with a neighbor?  Pastor Joshua 

offered to share with us something he wrote on his 

experience with hospitality: 

 Hospitality often brings up the image of Martha Stew-

art or the Ritz Carlton. Some people think it just 

means having friends over for dinner. Hospitality 

comes from the Greek word Philoxenia. Philo means 

 brotherly love and xenia means stranger. Put them  

together and you get brotherly love for a stranger.  

   

 

All men are invited to Franconia Heritage Restaurant 

for a time of fellowship and encouragement.  

Breakfast will cost $12 (or whatever you can pay per 

person.) There is no need to sign up for this event! 

Contact Fred Cole with any questions. 

 

Jeff Hollenbach, the head football 

coach of PennRidge High School, will 

be the guest speaker. The title of his 

message is “What About Joe? Who 

Would Have Thought?”  

   

 the dwelling place 
Psalm 23:6  And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

 

Worship, Praise & Prayer ~  Experience the presence 
of God. Led by students from Eastern University 

 
 

Saturday,  February 18 

7pm 
6  And  
 A casual service featuring ongoing  live worship 

music in the Sanctuary where young and old can 

dwell in God’s presence. Come for a time of  

experiencing God through worship, praise and  

prayer. Music will be led by a student worship team 

from Eastern University, which Susie Moore is a part 

of. 
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We are excited to announce that on February 1, 

SMC will be launching a new and improved  

website. The updated site includes changes to  

navigation with ease of use for both desktop and 

mobile versions. We have created new graphics, 

added more images and included a few updates 

that make the site easier to use. One of the  

exciting features is the SMC Directory.  You will 

be able to keep your family profile up to date with 

your current address and phone numbers. In the  

coming weeks you will receive an email on how to 

access and edit your information in the directory. 

The picture below is a sneak peak at what the new 

website will look like!  

 

(Pictured above: Garrett Moyer, Sean Gillespie,  

Caden Malone & Aidan McQuade) 

It was a cold, dark evening on Friday, December 

16, 2016, but it was far from cold and dark in the 

junior high youths’ hearts as we ventured out for an 

evening of  “Elving.”  What is Elving? It is a night 

when the Junior High Youth, advisors, Pastor Josh, 

and the wonderful coordinators, Debbie and Mer-

lin Hedrick and Cory and Ron Alderfer plan an  

evening of delivering Christmas cheer to different 

members of our church.  The Junior High Youth  

donated goodies and packaged them during our 

community evening prior to Elving.  In preparation 

to delivery, Pastor Mim met with our youth to go 

over the list of members that we were going to  

deliver treats to in order to teach the youth about 

members in our congregation that they might not 

already know.  We planned this activity because it 

is a simple way to teach the youth about serving  

others and to remind our members that they are 

loved, appreciated, and remembered.  It was a fun 

night of singing Christmas carols, ringing the  

doorbell and running away to watch from afar the 

smiles and confusion all in one on our members  

faces and getting to know each other better.  Once 

we were done with our deliveries we were  

welcomed back to church by Cory and Debbie 

with amazing homemade cookies and lemonade 

while we shared our different experiences from the 

night.  

                              

 

Quilt N Knot is a minis-

try that SMC has been 

hosting for many years. 

It began as a sewing  

circle in a former  

second grade school 

room here on Chestnut 

Street. Later it moved to 

SMC’s basement and 

then after the renova-

tions to the fellowship 

hall were complete, it 

moved there, where it  

is held now. Annetta 

Derstine, who is the 

Quilt N Knot secretary, said that this past meeting in 

January  was Quilt N Knot’s 933rd meeting!  At 

these meetings members enjoy fellowship with 

each other while using their hands to finish beauti-

ful quilts and comforters. Most of these quilts and 

comforters are donated to Mennonite Central Com-

mittee’s Material Resource Center. The brown quilt 

pictured below was actually a donation for the 

youth auction. Quilt N Knot meets on the first  

Tuesday of every month, 9:00am-3:00pm. Other 

than quilting and knotting, the group breaks at 

noon to eat lunch and have a time of devotions. The 

group is always looking for more people to join, 

and the members are more than happy to teach 

newcomers how to quilt and knot!  

person first in a public setting. Finally, hospitality is 

practiced by extending the table of community. 

When we eat together as a community, we are most 

plainly reflecting the heavenly banquet. This table is a  

reminder of our equality before God. At the table, we 

do not recognize people by their needs but by the  

image of God in them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

My wife and I have seen much fruit from this practice, 

and have also seen some of our own shortcomings, 

some of which are busy-mindedness and  

inattentiveness. Nevertheless, I am convinced of its 

necessity for the church in a post-modern culture as I 

realize the yearning for community that is present in 

so many young adults today. It is the welcome into a 

tangible community that gives credibility to our 

message of welcome into spiritual community. 

Hospitality continues to be central to our core  

convictions. We want to welcome Jesus when he 

comes to us in the stranger, and in so doing, represent 

Jesus to our guest. 

12 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon 

or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or  

sisters, your relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, 

they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 13 But 

when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, 

 the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. Although 

they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the  

resurrection of the righteous.” ~ Luke 12:12-14 

 

 


