
Missions vs. Community Outreach
God’s Spirit is on a mission in this 
world offering love and grace. The 
Spirit of God calls people into right 
relationship with God, others and 
all of creation by restoring life, 
wholeness, freedom, justice and peace 
(“shalom”) through Jesus. The Holy 
Spirit works to build God’s kingdom 
here on Earth as it is in heaven. 
Jesus’ followers are called to join the 
work of the Spirit.  When they do, 
they are engaging in God’s mission. 
Christian mission happens everywhere 
through Jesus followers of all ages 
and backgrounds. When we talk 
about “missions” and “community 
outreach” at Souderton Mennonite 
Church (SMC), we are describing 
ways in which the congregation joins 
the work of God’s Spirit in the world 
around us. 

Community outreach describes our 
participation in God’s work here 
in Souderton and the immediate 
surrounding communities where 
most of our members live and 
work. Community outreach happens 
when we connect authentically and 
share Jesus’ love with the people 
with whom we live, work and learn. 
Community outreach happens 
through the ministries of our church 
or when our congregation supports 
local non-profit organizations through 

financial donations or volunteers. 
We do community outreach when 
we respond to a need or crisis in 
our community or host Wednesday 
evening community nights, Vacation 
Bible School and story time.  
Community outreach also happens 
within our building by sharing our 
space with Narcotics Anonymous, 
Alcoholics Anonymous, Keystone 
Opportunity Center’s Adult and 
Family Education Programs and 
others. Community outreach happens 
when we participate and represent 
SMC at community events. The 
church has a responsibility to be 
Christ’s witness in our local context, 
but we also are given the opportunity 
to join with the Holy Spirit to work 
with those sent in the name of Jesus 
beyond the boundaries of the church.  

We use the term “missions” (note 
the “s”) to describe God’s work that 
is taking place beyond our context. 
At SMC, this happens through the 
sending and support of both short- 
and long-term missionaries, as well as 

work teams, who do service projects.  
Currently, SMC is supporting five 
missionary households. We also 
engage in missions by supporting 
a number of mission organizations, 
such as:
•	Mennonite Central Committee
•	Mennonite Disaster Service
•	Mennonite Missions Network
•	 The Worm Project.    

Jesus’ followers are called by him to 
mission by joining the work of the 
Holy Spirit and bearing witness near 
and far to the reality of Jesus’ story 
and presence.  

Community outreach is how the 
church shares Jesus within its 
context and community while 
missions is how the church sends 
each other to bear witness to Jesus 
beyond its context. 

“Our mission is nothing less (or more) 
than participating with God in this 

grand story until God brings it to its 
guaranteed climax.”   

— Christopher J.H. Wright, author

“But you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes upon you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and 

in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.”   — Acts 1:8
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Community Connections Team: 
Living Our Vision

“Work to see that the city where I have 
sent you enjoys peace and prosperity. 
Pray to the Lord for it. For as it prospers, 
you will prosper.” Jeremiah 29:7 

This is the theme verse for the new 
community connections team. The 
Community Connections Team is an 
outcome of recent work done by the 
Missional Engagement Team and our 
Vision Planning Team.  

Recent feedback from the congregation 
in the form of surveys and round-table 
discussions has indicated a longing 
for greater community awareness 
and engagement in ways similar to 
our screening of the documentary, 
“Screenagers,” and how we responded 
to the needs of the Family Literacy 
program.  

The new team is intergenerational 
and consists of people who live, work 
and go to school in the Souderton/
Telford community. The purpose of 
the Community Connections Team 
is to build and nurture ongoing and 
life-giving relationships between 
Souderton Mennonite Church (SMC) 
and the community that enable us 
to be the hands and feet of Jesus 
in our neighborhood. The team 
will encourage the strengthening of 
relationships through four community 
connection points:

1. Community Events:  The team 
will raise awareness and promote 
congregational participation in the 
community. They will encourage 
members of the congregation to be 
intentional about participating in 
and supporting community activities 
and events that are already planned.  

2. Congregational Events:  The team 
will raise awareness and promote 
services and ministries of SMC 
within the community and invite 
people from the community to SMC 
events and programs.

3. Collaboration:  The team affirms 
the importance of intentional 
collaboration with community 
organizations and will build 
collaborative relationships between 
SMC and community organizations, 
local business, schools, local 
government and congregations and 
encourage congregational support 
of local organizations and activities. 

4. Community Outreach:  The team 
will raise awareness and help the 
church respond to crises in the 
community, bless and support 
community workers (police, first 
responders, teachers, etc.), and 
plan events to nurture relationships 
between neighbors and SMC. 
The team also will help SMC stay 
informed about trends and issues 
within our community AND respond 
to them in a timely manner.

The Community Connections Team 
met for the first time in April. The 
immediate goals of the team are to 
explore participation in 3rd Fridays, 
Festival of Hope and in a newly forming 
anti-racism taskforce. The team will 
be intentional about seeking and 
reporting upcoming community events 
to the congregation in the weekly 
bulletin and email. The long-term 
vision of this team is to strengthen 
meaningful connections between SMC 
and our immediate Souderton/Telford 
community. As this happens, we hope 
to establish geographic community 
connections teams based on where 
members of our congregation live 
and work. For example, perhaps in the 
future there will be an SMC Harleysville 
or Franconia Community Connection 
Team. Please hold this team in 
prayer as the Holy Spirit strengthens 
meaningful relationships through them. 
If you are interested in joining this 
team, please contact Pastor Jen at 215-
723-3088. 

Pray for:

The Zefi family (Mentor, 
Erinda, and Michelle) serves as 
missionaries in Albania through 
Cru (formerly Campus Crusade for 
Christ). Mentor and Erinda share 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ with 
students who are primarily Muslim. 
They love serving with students 
because they are the future leaders 
of Albania.

The Davies Family (Nathanael, 
Spring, Selah, Abigail, Zion, and 
Zephaniah) serves as missionaries 
in Belize. They will be at SMC 
on July 28.  Please stop by their 
table in the lobby or join their 
presentation during the Sunday 
school hour. The Davies family 
ministers to people who are deaf 
by providing translation services, 
sign language education and 
pastoring a church for deaf people.  
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