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Who is like our God?

Who brings out the starry host 
one by one and calls forth 

each of them by name, yet tends His 
flock like a shepherd, gathering the 
lambs in His arms and carrying them 
close to His heart (paraphrased from 
Isaiah 43)? Who is like our God?  He 
is great in power, yet intimately 
acquainted with you and me — so 
much so that the hairs on our heads 
are numbered! Who loves us so 
much that He created an amazing 
and intricate plan to save us and 
give us hope?

The prophets saw glimpses of 
God’s unfolding plan — things that 
even angels longed to see. God’s 
people yearned for a Savior, waiting 
and searching for the signs of His 
coming. Some thought they had 
it figured out, but no one could 
fathom the intricate, mysterious, 
amazing nature of God’s plan. 
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Who is like our God? Who would 
work in such unfathomable ways 
that confound even the wisest of 
people? 

During this Advent season, let’s 
lift our minds out of the everyday 
struggles and busyness and 
purposefully enter into mystery. 
Together, let’s contemplate God’s 
amazing plan that no one expected 
and took all by surprise. Let’s 
search the depths of God’s love 
made tangible by sending His Son, 
Jesus, who was born into humble 
circumstances but brought about 
the greatest demonstration of 
love imaginable. How can we but 
marvel? How can we not seek and 
long for our Messiah, who has 
come and is yet to come? How 
can we continue on with things 
as normal when such greatness 
beckons?

This is our God, who ordained that 
Jesus would be born to a teenage, 
unwed mother in a manger and grow 
up in a poor, humble family. Our 
God, who sent His only Son to suffer 
and die on a cross for us. This is our 
God, who went to such lengths for 
you and for me. 

Let’s worship our King as He 
continues unraveling the plan that 
has been fashioned for us. This is our 
time to discover and to be amazed. 
We expect our Savior to come — to 
bring more completeness to our 
salvation, heal, restore, release joy 
and accomplish the purposes that 
He has for each one of us as part of 
His continuing plan. Come, long-
expected Jesus!

But God chose the foolish things of the 
world to shame the wise; God chose the 
weak things of the world to shame the 
strong. God chose the lowly things of this 
world and the despised things—and the 
things that are not—to nullify the things that 
are, so that no one may boast before him.
1 Corinthians 1:27-29
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Franconia and Eastern District’s Annual 
Conference Assembly was held at 
Souderton Mennonite Church (SMC) 
on November 2 and 3.  It’s been eight 
years since SMC hosted the Assembly 
and it was a great joy to see members 
of the congregation using their gifts 
to offer hospitality, childcare and 
many other services to friends from 
sister churches. The theme, “We are 
one in the Spirit through the bond of 
peace,” (Ephesians 4:3) was interwoven 
throughout the worship and meetings.  
Worship leaders, representing a variety 
of congregations and ethnicities, led 
songs that were translated and sung in 
four different languages.  

The business of the conference 
assembly meetings for the past couple 
of years has focused on reconciliation 
-- discussing how Franconia and 
Eastern District Conferences will operate 
together, either as separate entities or 
as one merged conference. Delegates 
were reminded of the history and 
reason for initial separation in 1847 and 
were encouraged to “look well upon 
each other.”  

Discussion around tables and in 
breakout sessions centered on 
leadership, decision-making and 
structural differences between the 
conferences and gathering feedback, 
questions and suggestions from 
the delegates.  This information 
will help The Reconciliation Team, a 
joint leadership team between the 
two conferences, form a proposal 
for moving forward, most likely, as 
one joint conference.  The proposal 
can be expected in May 2019 when 
delegates from the two conferences 
will meet again.  

Other business included welcoming 
San Francisco Chinese Mennonite 
Church to Franconia Conference, 
affirming Angela Moyer as the 
assistant moderator and affirming 
new conference board members, 
Keron Mateti and Cory Longacre.  

Please hold this process and 
Conference leaders in prayer as 
God’s vision and mission is sought 
together.  

 

Photos by Andrew Huth / FMC

Franconia Conference:  
Annual Assembly Update

By Pastor Jen Eriksen-Morales

SMC Serving 
the Lord in Haiti

There is something about sitting in the 
dark under the Haitian sky that brings a 
peace and groundedness that is difficult 
to find in our media-saturated culture. On 
our final night in Haiti, our team gathered 
on the roof one last time to reflect. Here 
are some of the things that moved us:
•	 “the wealth of relationship and 

happiness experienced in the 
Haitian culture” 

•	 “the bonding and friendships 
developed in our intergenerational 
team”

•	 “being able to disconnect and  
de-stress”

•	 “How amazing it is to experience life 
raw and unfiltered”

•	  “loved living and working alongside 
the people and being in their 
culture, not separated” 

•	 “life in Haiti is a group event.” 
•	 “I wasn’t expecting it to be this 

beautiful” 
•	 “there is no way to describe this, you 

have to experience it to understand”
On that note, if you ask the team 
members how their trip to Haiti was, don’t 
be surprised if you just get a sort of blank 
stare and then, “Great!” It’s just not easy 
to download to another person.

The team also ran nutritional clinics in four 
villages and in the community where they 
stayed and shared a new teaching video in 
Creole on high blood pressure.

Cady Adams, Katie McQuade, Mary 
Benner, Robert King, Thea Moyer, Amy 
Adams, John DellaBarba, Renald Michel 
(friend and driver) and Jeanette Dructor.

By Mary Benner
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Prayer for our graduates

On Sunday, November 11, 31 children 
from the Children’s Sunday School 
Department enjoyed packing shoeboxes 
for Operation Christmas Child. The 
children got to add personal touches 
to their shoeboxes by writing notes 
or drawing pictures for the recipients. 
The children could not have done this 
fun project without the help of our 
Sunday school coordinators, Sunday 
school teachers, those who helped 
inspect boxes and all of you who 
donated material items or money to 
cover shipping costs. Thanks to the 
generosity of our church family, the 
children were able to contribute 48 
shoeboxes to Operation Christmas 
Child! Thank you for helping the children 
spread good news of great joy to 
children around the world.

Spreading Joy in a Shoebox
By Sarah Scorzetti, Children’s Director

Mentor Ministry 
Gets Crackin !

SMC’s Mentor Ministry kicked off 
the school year with a fun event for 
all. Mentors and mentees practiced 
teambuilding skills using marshmallows 
and spaghetti, enjoyed a demonstration 
on “The Art of Whip Handling” by our 
own Don Bergey and connected over ice 
cream and sprinkles. The SMC Mentor 
Ministry matches youths, starting in sixth 
grade, with adults in the congregation 
who encourage them spiritually and walk 
beside them as a role model throughout 
their secondary school years. 

If you would like to be involved in our 
mentor program, please contact Deb 
Kratz (fdkratz@comcast.net), Kristi Ruth 
(kristiruth@hotmail.com) or Rhonda 
Ruth (mmrrr@comcast.net). 

SMC Women are rediscovering “Simple Joy” through relationship with Jesus 
and each other.  Women of all ages have enjoyed each other’s company this fall 
through various activities, such as Bible studies, brunch, and game and movie 
nights. Be on the lookout for more Women’s Ministry events and activities this 
winter and spring!  

Simple Joy is Bringing Women Together
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Let the Little Children Come to Me

105 W. Chestnut Street
Souderton, PA
215-723-3088

soudertonmennonite.org

Sunday Worship Services: 9:30 am
Sunday School for all ages: 10:50 am

On Sunday, October 28, many children were involved 
in various ways during the church service. Children 
ministered through ushering, greeting, playing music 
for pre-service and reading Scripture. The children also 
participated in Pastor Tim’s sermon by sharing posters 
that they made in Sunday School on what church means 
to them.

More than a dozen couples came together on Saturday, 
November 10 for SMC’s Marriage Ministry date night, led 
by the MCM 101 Ministry Committee. The couples enjoyed 
worship led by Nancy and John Good, a lively panel 
discussion on the secrets of good communication and an 
ice cream sundae bar.

Pastor John summed up the evening’s discussion this way, 
“Really making the effort to carve out time to have honest 
conversation is well worth it.”

Committee member Tom Leister added, “Listen carefully. 
God gave us two ears and one mouth, so we can listen 
twice as much as we talk!”

The next Marriage Ministry event will be around Valentine’s 
Day. More information to come!

Marriage Ministry: 
The Secrets of Good 
Communication Revealed

SMC Seniors 
Ring in the Holidays

More than 50 SMC seniors enjoyed food, fellowship 
and special music at the senior luncheon celebration on 
November 13. The Choir Chimes from Generations, led by 
our own Dottie Reed, provided the musical entertainment, 
playing a variety of selections on hand chimes. 


