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Seeking God’s 
Fresh Vision for SMC

“Where there is no vision, people 
perish” (Proverbs 29:18 KJV). The 
word for vision used in this passage 
refers to a vision given by God; 
revelation, a fresh message from 
God to his people in their present 
situation. If we do not have fresh, 
new revelation from God, then we 
will wither, dry up, and eventually 
cease to exist.

Whoa. This is a tough message 
for all of us. We really need to 
continually seek God and listen to 
him. The old visions are not enough 
if we want to be vital, living, and in 
step with what God wants to do 
in us and through us. We need to 
keep asking, what is God’s vision for 
us gathered together as Souderton 
Mennonite Church? What is his 
revelation for SMC in this moment 
in our current context?

Jesus spoke of new wineskins. 
“Neither do people pour new wine 
into old wineskins. If they do, the 
skins will burst; the wine will run out 
and the wineskins will be ruined. 
No, they pour new wine into new 
wineskins, and both are preserved” 
(Matthew 9:17). If we want new 
and fresh revelation from God that 
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is current with who we are and 
relevant to the changes happening 
around us in our communities and 
in our society at large, we need 
to consider where change may be 
helpful. Yes, sometimes, change 
for change’s sake is a good thing, 
lest being stuck in our old ways, we 
miss the new things God has for 
us. Yet, it is important that we seek 
God about every change, small or 
large.

Habakkuk 2:2 (ESV) says, “Write 
the vision; make it plain on tablets 
so he may run who reads it.” How 
do we make our vision so plain 
that any who pass by can read it 
easily and quickly? The passage 
could also mean, make it plain on 
tablets so that someone can take it 
and run to tell others. How can our 
vision be summed up so succinctly 
that everyone knows it and is ready 

to share it with others?

We have experienced God’s grace 
at SMC in so many wonderful ways. 
There have been powerful times of 
fresh revelation in the past as well as 
newness and fresh direction from the 
Lord in recent years. As we continue 
to seek the Lord, let’s seek his vision 
for us and discern together how this 
vision is made clear and plain to all. 

As we continue toward God’s 
overarching vision made known to 
us through Jesus, we will discern 
together in the next few months 
if God is calling us to adopt a new 
specific vision focus for SMC. I invite 
SMC into prayer to listen, to share, 
and to discern together the ways 
God is calling us to prepare for the 
newness that He desires to bring 
among us. 

VISIONVISION
a fresh message from God



2 Welcome
Cami Dager
I am so excited to be 
part of the Souderton 
Mennonite Church 
(SMC) team! Earlier this 
year, a friend asked 
me what my dream 
job would be. After 
meditating on this, I 
responded that I would 
love to use my gifts in 
a ministry setting. I 
believe this position 
is an answer to that 
prayer! 

I spent most of my 
career as a writer and 
account supervisor at 
a major Philadelphia 
advertising and public 
relations agency, 
working mainly with nonprofits 
and industrial manufacturers. More 
recently, I was the director of outreach 
for a nonprofit called The Internship 
Institute that trains employers to build 
better internship programs. 

My husband, George, and I have been 
married for 28 years and live in Haycock 
Township. George works for Pennridge 
School District as a bus driver for special 
needs students.  We have a blended 
family of four: Meghan, 37 (engaged, 
two sons: Dane and Chase); Jared, 35 
(married to Toni); Tori, 23, and Jesse, 21.  

The oldest three live in 
California. Our youngest 
is at home.

George and I have had 
many joys and also 
some serious hardships 
during the last 28 years, 
including the loss of an 
infant son and several 
major health crises. But 
we have a great big God 
and his hand has been 
ever present in those 
times, as it is even now! 

We are members of Deep 
Run Mennonite Church 
West. I have attended 
there for most of my life. 
It’s a small congregation, 
so I wear many hats – 
Elder, Children’s Church 

teacher and Praise & Worship team 
member, to name a few. I love to 
sing and am a new member of 
Zion Choral. I also enjoy biking and 
spending time outdoors.

I’m looking forward to getting to 
know everyone at SMC and am so 
blessed by the warm welcome I 
have already received. I appreciate 
everyone’s patience through this 
transition and especially as I attempt 
to learn everyone’s names! 

Rita Hoover 
One morning at breakfast early 
summer I said to my husband Kevin, 
“Some time we should be youth 
sponsors again.”  Kevin just smiled!  
The “sometime” indicated the future. 
The next day, Pastor Tim called to ask 
us if we would get involved with the 
youth over the summer and help plan 
some events.Over the summer, Kevin 
and I found ourselves thoroughly 
enjoying the awesome youth of this 

church and appreciating the advisor 
team that has been pouring love, 
time and energy into the kids for 
years!  A Back-to-School Breakfast 
turned into 2nd and 4th Thursday 
breakfast and we were excited to go 
on the Service weekend to Spruce 
Lake where the kids worked hard and 
had a great attitude.

I believe God was preparing my 
heart for this new adventure he 
was calling me to. Extra elderly care 
became available for my Mother and 
my family was very supportive when I 
was asked to take the role of Interim 
Director for Sr Youth for a year.

I am so excited for this upcoming 
year.  I have to keep a pad and pen by 
the bed because I wake up with just 
one more idea that I have to write 
down. My prayer is that the kids have 
a desire to wake up each morning 
and ask Jesus to walk beside them 
every minute of the day. “The Joy of 
the Lord is your strength” Nehemiah  
8:10.  When I start my day like this I 
know it’s going to be a fabulous day!

I dream of a youth group where 
everyone feels loved, accepted and 
a sense of belonging and extends 
that warmth to those around them.  
I believe all people have that same 
desire to feel loved.  I pray for eyes 
to see people as Jesus does. “Love 
God, love others as yourself” are 
our greatest commandments! To 
be able to love others we need to 
respect who God made us to be.  
Our relationship with ourselves is 
important too!   “For each of us are 
God’s masterpieces, He has created 
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us anew in Christ Jesus so we can do 
the things he has planned for us long 
ago!” Ephesians 2:10. I want our youth 
to know they are an amazing gift to 
the world! 

Take time to say hi and talk to a 
teenager!  They are super cool!   I’d 
love your prayers for our Youth 
Ministry team and for our youth!   

Jess McQuade 
I’m looking forward to serving as the 
interim junior high youth director 
at SMC. I have been married to my 
husband, John, for 21 years and we 
have three children, Katie, 17, Aidan,  
15, and Kieran, 13. In my spare time 
I enjoy reading, traveling with my 
family, watching my kids’ sports, 
working with John on renovating our 
home, and spending time with friends. 

Our family has been attending SMC 
for about 12 years.  We had previously 
been members at Bally Mennonite 
Church, where I grew up, and where 
John and I both were baptized.  When 
our kids came along, we decided it 
would be helpful if we were part of a 
church in the community where we 
lived, worked, and went to school. 
We visited SMC, received a warm and 
authentic welcome, felt at home, and 
joined the SMC church family.  

Over these 12 years I’ve been involved 
in different ways at SMC – Vacation 
Bible School (VBS), girls club, youth 
mentor, children’s Sunday school, 
pastoral search team, etc. I am 
passionate about the future and the 

mission of our church. I have been 
inspired and thankful for the way 
our congregation survived and 
thrived through times of change and 
transition.  God has been faithful to 
us and is obviously at work here. I 
feel called to (and would like to), be 
part of continuing his work at SMC. 

I have a commitment to growing 
personally in my relationship with 
Christ, a desire to make meaningful 
and authentic connections between 
people, especially intergenerational 
connections, and a passion to equip 
young people to follow and serve 
God.  Some of my “best days ever” 
were when those three things came 
together at once: facilitating Jr 
Mennonite Youth Fellowship (MYF) 
Friday Fundays, helping my kids and 
their coach lead a swim team Bible 
study, and leading preschool games 
at VBS with Jr High kids and young 
adults.  Those are experiences that 
really energize me! 

One of my greatest hopes for this 
year is that Jr MYF can become a 
place where kids feel loved, accepted, 
and safe.  A place where they can 
be encouraged to be honest and 
authentic with God and with each 
other.  A place from which they can 
boldly step out in faith and allow God 
to work in their hearts and through 
their lives. 

If you are a Jr MYF parent, I would 
love to hear from you!  Tell me about 
your children, what their passions 
are, and how we can help Jr MYF be a 
place that encourages and empowers 
them.  If you are not a Jr MYF parent 
but would like to connect with Jr 
MYF kids in some way, then I would 
love to hear from you too!

I am thankful for the opportunity 
to work with these amazing young 
people and advisors and am looking 
forward to a great year!

Nearly 100 women connected over 
a potluck breakfast on Saturday, 
September 29 and learned how to 
simplify their lives and embrace joy 
during Margaret Zook’s inspiring 
presentation, “Simple Joy: All That 
Stuff.” For more information on small 
group and Bible study opportunities 
for women, contact Pastor Jenifer 
Eriksen Morales.

Established September 2018 and 
dedicated to the glory of God.Aidan, Katie, John, Kieran & Jess
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Spruce Lake Youth Weekend


