
Sharing Jesus and Chinese Food

This is my eighth year 
hosting the International 

Chinese Students Outreach 
at SMC. Our group consists 
of a small, but earnest group 
of 10-15 students from Faith 
Christian Academy and Dock 
Mennonite Academy. Most 
are Mandarin-speaking 
Chinese. However, we also have 
welcomed a Japanese student, a 
Vietnamese student and, for the first 
time, a Muslim Chinese student. 

We meet biweekly on Friday 
afternoons from 3:30-8:00 pm for gym 
time, socialization, dinner and Bible 
study. The students help me prepare a 
Chinese meal and volunteers help me 
clean up before our Bible discussion. 

I polled the students back in March. 
Chinese food and fellowship time top 
the list of reasons why they attend. 
Most of the students have never heard 
about church or Christianity in their 
own countries. Topics that they are 
excited to learn about include Noah’s 
ark, human origin, Garden of Eden, 
the Cross, LGBTQ and the relationship 
between man and God.  One student 
wrote down six different religions/

theologians 
about which 
he wanted 
to know! 
Such an 
enormous 
challenge!! 

When 
asked to 
explain why 
I host this 

outreach, one long-term student 
answered that it’s my responsibility 
to spread the Gospel. Another (non-
Christian) student quoted a Bible verse.  
Others wrote that I wanted to teach 
them about Jesus, to be a good citizen 
and to create a place where they can 
feel like home in a foreign land.  

I am still experiencing God’s provision 
through the continual support 
(prayers, financial and hands-on 
assistance) and encouragement from 
my own and church families. 

I am so thankful for the SMC 
volunteers who help in so many ways: 
Berdine Leinbach, Debra Franke, 
Sylvia and Glenn Derstine, Merrill 
Moyer, Connie and Feryl Souder, 
Beth Frankenfield and my husband, 
Kam. Teachers from Dock Mennonite 
and Faith Christian have been serving 
with me from the beginning. Two 
Mandarin-speaking seminarians also 
have been faithfully commuting to 
our meeting to share the Gospel with 
the students. Unfortunately, one of 
the seminarians informed me that he 
won’t be able to help in the coming 
school year because of his doctoral 
course. Nevertheless, I will continue 
to plant Gospel seeds in the heart 
of the students through the other 
seminarian.

Rotaplast Mission 
to Arusha, Tanzania

From June 8 to 22, I had the 
opportunity to lead a Rotaplast 

mission team of 15 medical 
professionals and nine support 
personnel to Arusha, Tanzania. 
The team worked at Mount Meru 
Regional Hospital, which serves a 
population of over 600,000 people 
who are mostly impoverished.

During the initial clinic, 122 
children and young adults were 
evaluated. During the days of 
surgery, 61 patients received 79 
surgical procedures. The procedures 
included the repair of cleft lips, cleft 
palates and numerous burn-related 
cases. In that region, many children 
suffer serious burns due to getting 
too close to the open cooking fires.

The Arusha site is one that Rotaplast 
has been visiting for the last five 
years. There is tremendous need 
there for the medical services that 
Rotaplast provides.

Some of the 122 patients waiting 
to be seen at the clinic.
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New Women’s Ministry Theme: BeYoutiful You 

In September, the women’s ministry 
is launching a two-year theme, 

“BeYoutiful You!” God’s Spirit is 
continually at work in us, creating 
and recreating, renewing and 
restoring and calling us to act on 
behalf of Jesus. So, together we 
will discover and celebrate who we 
are and who we are becoming in 
Christ. The psalmist wrote, “(God) 
you created my inmost being; you 

knit me together in my mother’s 
womb.  I praise you because I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made. Your 
works are wonderful, I know that full 
well.” (139:13-14) As we serve and 
strengthen meaningful relationships 
with Christ, Church and Community, 

SMC’s women will nurture 
our minds, bodies, spirits and 
emotions through Bible Studies 

and activities that encourage us to 
become our healthiest and most 
authentic, wonderful selves!    

Save the Date:  Women’s Brunch 
with life and leadership coach Trina 
Stutzman. “BeYoutiful You! Who Do 
You Think You Are?”  September 28, 
2019 at 9 am.  For women in all ages 
and stages of life. 

SMC’s Junior High Youth Connect with Our Community

Our junior high youth group is 
involved in many activities, 

and when Jess McQuade, our 
youth director, suggested going 
to the Track Tri-Meet on May 15 
to support athletes in three of our 
schools (Indian Crest, Indian Valley 
and Dock Mennonite Academy), it 
sounded like a great idea! 

We wrote encouraging quotes to 
put on stickers that we attached 
to granola bars and water bottles.  
We gave these to each of the 
teams before the track meet, and 
then we cheered on the three 
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teams!  It was a beautiful, sunny 
day and several of our pastors and 
others came to the meet too, which 
was neat to see!

I think that God was there protecting 
the runners because they did not 
get hurt or lose 
to anyone – partly 
because they are 
running against 
themselves, trying 
to beat their 
own records. 
That knowledge 
made me think 

differently about first place and last 
place because everyone is a winner.

Everyone seemed to have a good 
time and, hopefully, all three schools 
felt our support!
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