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Easter
Community
Outreach
Our Community Easter Egg Hunt was a huge success!
There were about 100 children and their families in
attendance. The children enjoyed hunting for eggs,
doing crafts, and eating donated snacks. Several
of the parents expressed their gratitude for SMC’s
hosting the event! THANK YOU to all the volunteers
and to Sam Kulp for taking pictures of this event!

have enjoyed working with Tim before, the
staff teams have been so welcoming, and I look
forward to working on the team with everyone
this year.” Nate hopes he can “build stability and
encouragement” as Interim Youth Pastor at SMC.
“I have a lot of trust in Tim and hopefully can be
a team player.” Valerie and Nate plan to move to
the Souderton area from their home in Princeton
in mid-June but for now Nate is commuting. Nate
and Valerie hope to someday travel and live in a
different culture. “We make a great team in our
love for the Bible and our heart for missions.”

Join us this summer on a Jungle Safari
Adventure as we discover that God is
Creator, Provider, Protector, Savior and King!
Adults and Youth who have finished 6th through 12th
grade can volunteer for the week of VBS as guides or
to help with games, crafts, and snacks.
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A Calling
for Service
Together
“God has given us a heart for missions and a
contentment to live in different places” says
SMC’s new Interim Youth Pastor, Nate Johnson.
Nate hails from McAllen, Texas, which is
located at the southern tip of Texas in the Rio
Grande Valley across from the Mexican city
of Reynosa. “I grew up 10 minutes from
Mexico and my parents were missionaries. I
went to a Spanish speaking church at seven.
In some ways, I lived a like a gypsy, moving a
lot to my dad’s next mission assignment. In the
summers, we would go to a different church
each week presenting our mission projects
and appealing for funding.”
While living in Princeton, Nate attended the
Nassau Christian Center and served there
as Youth Pastor and then Associate Pastor
for a total of 5 years. During that time, Nate,
in addition to being on staff with Pastor Tim,
met a young lady from Modesto, California

named Valerie. Valerie and Nate worked
together at the church and their background
in ministry was a common bond that drew
them together. Both of their parents were
from the Minnesota farmlands originally and
deeply rooted in the church. While Nate’s
father was preaching the gospel in Mexico,
North Africa, and Spain, Valerie’s father was
a beloved Bible teacher at the local Modesto
Christian School. “My dad helped shape my
life and I went to school to become a Bible
teacher.” In Spring of 2013, Valerie and
Nate had just started dating when Valerie
accepted a teaching position at her father’s
school back in Modesto. They had a longdistance relationship for a year and then
Valerie made the trek back to the East Coast
and they were married in 2014.
Nate hopes to support and encourage the
teens and advisors in this time of transition. “I
See NATE and VALERIE on page 4
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What are the Young
Adults Doing??
1— Tyler Hoover
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After graduating with a degree in
business from Dordt College in 2016,
I spent the summer as an expedition
guide at Spruce Lake Wilderness
Camp. In October, I traveled to
Southeast Asia with a college friend
to do various volunteer projects in
Cambodia, Thailand, and Nepal. We
spent most of our time visiting and
worshipping with rural church plants,
teaching English, and coaching
soccer. It was amazing to see the doors
that God opened for us, the people
we met, and the experiences we had.
After 3 months with my friend, I went
alone to Myanmar (Burma) and spent
another 3 months volunteering with a
missional adventure tourism business,
called Myanmar Adventure Outfitters.
It was started by a Youth with a
Mission (YWAM) couple as a way to
create jobs and sustainably develop
impoverished rural areas, as well as
provide an opportunity to bring the
gospel to villages that would normally
reject them as missionaries or foreign
Christians. My role was a guide on
motorbike, hiking, paddle boarding,
and waterfall exploration trips.
I am back home and spending the
summer working at Hoover Steel,
and doing an Emergency Medical
Technician (EMT) course. I plan on
heading back to Myanmar for a year in
October to begin studying the Burmese
language, and continue working with
Myanmar Adventure Outfitters.

2— Susie Moore
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Last summer I had the opportunity to
serve as a city host with City Service
Missions (CSM) in Philadelphia. CSM is
a non-profit missions organization that
is located in eleven cities across the
country. CSM brings groups of young
people into cities to serve and to learn
about things like poverty, diversity

and culture. CSM inspires young
people to seek justice and shalom
while simultaneously providing local
ministries with a workforce that brings
the light of Christ into the city. God
revealed so much to me through this
experience about his love and justice.
This spring I had the opportunity
to lead a group of Eastern University
students to CSM Boston. The week
allowed me to see a different side of
CSM and fall even more in love with
the ministry that they are doing, nationwide.
This summer I will be returning to
CSM Philly as an apprentice. Through
the program I will begin to learn more
about how to run a nonprofit ministry. I
will spend much of my time working at
the CSM home office. Additionally, I will
have the opportunity to serve two days
a week with Circle of Hope Fellowship
in South Philly. I am so excited to be
returning to the city that now feels like
home to me to continue the work that
God has planned for me there!
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I’m working at Care and Share
in Souderton and at Landis
Supermarket. This summer I’m
going to Knoebel’s, the Cheese
Cake Factory and hopefully will
make some more fun plans.

This summer, I’ll be working at my
new job at Wells Fargo in Maryland.
I’ll be doing mortgage servicing
while
preparing
for
graduate
school auditions in the fall. I’m also
maintaining a private voice studio and
planning my December wedding. I’m
very excited for all the plans God has
for me over the next year: working,
singing, and getting married!

8— Jaclyn Kratz
I will continue to work at Harleysville
Savings Bank as a teller and start a
new role of training new tellers. In
July, I will be traveling with the senior
MYF for the Mennonite Convention
in Orlando and representing our
congregation as a delegate. I look
forward to seeing what God has instore for our church and the broader
Mennonite church this summer.
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I’m living in Nashville now and
working full time at Lyft in their
downtown corporate headquarters.
I am interested in pursuing a career
in songwriting and I try to write a
few songs a week while continuing to
make new connections in this city of
music. In my spare time, I’m continuing
to learn the guitar and reading all the
books I couldn’t read while in school.
I just finished my third year of
studying biology at Messiah College.
My schedule for the next few weeks
consists of studying for the Medical
College Admission Test, as I will be
applying to medical school over the
summer. The rest of my summer will
be spent participating in the Research

6— Courtney Bergey

7— Alexander Rosle

4— Brandi Brubaker

5— Travis Hoover

coming year.

This summer I will be working at
CVS as a Pharmacy Technician for the
third year. In August, I’ll begin my last
semester at Immaculata University in
Pre-Pharmacy studies. I’m scheduled
to take the Pharmacy College
Admission Test (PCAT) in September
in order to apply to Thomas Jefferson
University for next fall.

3— Evie Bentch
I just finished up my freshman year
at Tulane University in New Orleans,
Louisiana in the architecture program.
This summer, I hope to have a job in
Souderton, but I haven’t worked out
where that will be yet.

Scholar Program at Lehigh Valley
Hospital.

10

11

9— Vanessa Miller
This summer I will be living in
Harrisonburg, Virginia and working
for Blue Ridge Architects. Next fall
I will be returning to Iowa State
University for my fourth year of a fiveyear architecture program. I am also
preparing to study abroad in Italy
during my spring semester of this
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10— Amber Wismer

11— Engerta Xhepaj

(attended 2012-2016)
Last year in May, I moved to
Northeast Philadelphia, but I am
still attending Montgomery County
Community College. I live with my
new in-laws, since Ari and I got
married with a small ceremony in
order to do our wedding in the future
in Albania. I got my driver’s license
in October 2016, and was very happy
for that step. I finished this year as
a dean’s list student with a 3.6 GPA.
Graduation awaits me in December
2017, and I could not be any happier
for all my achievements so far. I will
be receiving an Associate’s Degree
in Human Services, for youth and
family. I could never be where I am
without your help and I will always
appreciate it! We will not forget
Souderton Mennonite Church and
how good it is to be there!
Next, my plans are to take a
semester off and hopefully find a
better job in order to transfer to
Penn State Abington in the fall of
2018 to receive my Bachelor’s in
Early Childhood Education.

12— Brooke Leaman
Beginning in March of 2017, I
began serving in the Casa Shalom
Orphanage
through
Eastern
Mennonite Missions. Casa Shalom
is currently home to 115 children
of all ages from all over Guatemala.
I’m here in Guatemala till the middle
of July. Most of the time I’m playing
with kids, changing lots of diapers,
cleaning, and helping the house
moms. It sounds like I’m doing a
bunch of chores, but I don’t usually
see it that way. I’m learning so much.
I have kept my blog updated at
babblingbrooke1.wordpress.com.

