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who seem to require multiple lessons before catching
on to his ways and purposes.

As I write this I am finishing up my first week here
as Care Pastor. Here are some of my initial
observations:
SMC is a friendly, welcoming
congregation; the staff is a group of dedicated
people intent on serving God; I have an awful lot of
names to learn; and I think I am going to be very
busy in the months and years ahead! By God’s
grace, I already feel at home here, and Julie and I
both appreciate so much the kindness and welcome
you have extended to us. We are excited to be
here and happy to be part of the SMC churchfamily!
My own pilgrimage began in 1972 when as a spiritually confused senior in high school I heard the
good news of Jesus Christ and invited him into my
life. I had very little understanding of Christianity
at the time and certainly no idea of what lay ahead
for me, but my life took a radical turn that night and
has never been the same. As I look back nearly 45
years later, my primary testimony is that God is

faithful and extremely gracious with people like me

I could easily write this whole article about blessings
bestowed on me, but in short form here are the major
ones: growing up in a stable family with
parents who loved us; being part of a healthy
fellowship-group in college; marrying Julie in 1979;
our three children—Stephanie, Becky and Ben—and
four grandchildren—Emma, Sam, Livia, and Oliver;
receiving godly theological training in seminary for
both my M. Div. and D. Min. degrees; participation and
ministry in Christ-centered, loving churches throughout
my
whole
Christian
experience;
extensive travel, both for missions trips and
pleasure; seeing God bring Julie through serious
health issues that involved two kidney transplants—in
some ways the years 2008-2011 pretty much dropped
out of her life and we no longer take any days for
granted; and finally, bringing us to SMC.
With regard to that
last blessing, it is
one we share with all
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church. My encouragement to all of us is this: let’s not
hold back! Let’s remember that life is short, there is
great need all around us,

and God is calling us to be fully committed people
who serve him faithfully in this generation.
Together let’s be a vibrant, Spirit-filled Christian
community that prays, worships, loves, serves,
gives, cares, and does all we can to see God
glorified and his kingdom grow in this region
and beyond. As poker players sometimes say, I
am “all in” to see that vision become a reality and I
hope
you
will
be
as
well.
The wonderful thing is that this commitment is not a
form of striving in our own strength or trying to earn
God’s favor. Rather, it is our response to the good
news—God has already shown us his favor in Jesus

Easter Services
Good Friday Service - Friday, April 14 - 6:30pm

A service of remembrance including communion
and special music by our SMC Choir
Easter Celebration & Egg Hunt - Saturday, April 15 - 10am

A community event at the Chestnut Street Playground.
There will be egg hunts, crafts, snacks & prizes!
Easter Service - Sunday, April 16 - 9:30am

“The Triumph of the Cross”

Christ and all our service is meant to be an overflow
of a warm, secure relationship with him. We are
people who live under God’s grace, not law, and
grace is a powerful reality that can transform all
of us individually as well as corporately!
As Julie and I were praying about joining you
(something we have been doing together daily for
the last several months), a verse that came to my
mind was Romans 15:29 in which the apostle Paul
expressed his conviction about a visit to the church
in Rome. He wrote, “I know that when I come to
you, I will come in the full measure of the blessing of
Christ.” You have already figured out that I am not
the apostle Paul, but I am still going to pray and
believe that together in the years ahead we will see
that kind of blessing in and through SMC. Will you
please pray and believe with me and the rest of the
staff for that? The prolific missionary William Carey
lived by the motto “Expect great things from God,
attempt great things for God.” I say let’s go for it
and do the same.
Thanks again for all the grace shown to Julie and me;
we look forward to getting to know you and serving
our great King together!

April 23, 2017 11:00am-1:00pm
Come and discover/confirm what your God-given
gifts are. Everyone is invited and encouraged to
attend this workshop to learn about their Gifts,
Passions, Learning/Behavioral Style, and how their
life experiences and training have shaped their
Journey toward Christ! This is also a step in
exploring membership here at SMC. Registration is
required because there’s pre-workshop homework.
To register, contact the church office at
#215-723-3088

- Pastor John Engle

Summer Vacation
Bible School
June 26-30, 2017
To register, go on the church website or fill
out a registration form at church.

Together we offer care and space and love to each
other. Together we worship, read and interpret the
Bible, and discern and make decisions. Together
we minister to those beyond ourselves. I am
inspired by the vision of healing and hope of
Mennonite Church USA…‘God calls us to be followers of Jesus Christ and, by the power of the Holy
Spirit, to grow as communities of grace, joy and
peace, so that God’s healing and hope flow through
us to the world.’”
What are you most excited about in your role as
pastor of formation and missions at SMC?
“Being a part of SMC and Souderton Borough for a
number of years now, my love for this congregation
and the surrounding community has really grown.
SMC is a remarkable congregation full of amazing
and gifted and loving individuals!

Souderton Mennonite Church is excited to welcome Jenifer Eriksen Morales to the pastoral staff this month! I
asked Jenifer some questions about her life and her vision for SMC as she begins her role as pastor of formation and missions. Her answers were encouraging
and even exciting!
Jenifer is married to Victor and they have three children: Nicolas (14), Jonathan (11), and Janae (6).
Jenifer grew up in a Christian home as the oldest of
six children. All 6 of the children’s names begin with
“J.” Jenifer’s parents started to attend Alpha Mennonite Church when Jenifer was 3, and when Jenifer was
11 she got baptized and joined the church. Jenifer told
me that she cannot remember a time she did not know
Jesus. She officially invited Jesus into her heart when
she was 4 years old. As she grew up she had times
when she felt very close to the Lord, and then times
when she felt far from Him. She told me that although
she made some bad choices and strayed from time to
time, Jesus always remained faithful. She told me,
“Basically I have a lifetime of stories of Jesus working
in and around and through and sometimes in spite of
me. It’s been an amazing journey!”
Jenifer, what do you love most about being Mennonite? “I am committed to Jesus centered, Anabaptist theology that is the core of being Mennonite. I really appreciate the emphasis placed on the Christian
community serving as the body of Christ in our current context.

I have seen this congregation’s heart for Jesus. I
have noticed the many ways members of this
church love each other and care for each other
while also connecting with the surrounding community and wider world. I am excited to be invited to
be a part of this.
I notice the congregation’s ability to create space:
space to belong, space to share life, space to
grieve, space to play, space to worship, space to
learn, space to connect, space for differences and
space to offer grace. Jesus is present in all of this
space and I trust the Holy Spirit will continue to
form us through the space we create to meet Jesus
and each other.
I value the emphasis members of this congregation
place on Christian Education.
The prayer ministry is a quiet strength of Souderton
Mennonite.”
One of Jenifer’s major roles at SMC will be discipleship and teaching others how to disciple.
Why do you view discipleship to be so important?
“Discipleship is essential—it is the reason for the
church and it is the reason the church continues…
Christian disciplesho[ is loving and knowing Jesus,
living a life that models his lofe and his teaching
and sharing the love ofJesus and truth of who Jesus
is with others. Discipleship is formation and mission.
Jesus’ first call to his disciples was ’Follow me.’ His

greatest commandment is, ‘Love the Lord with all
our heart, soul mind and strength.’ Jesus is the
reason we have a church. Jesus is our center. Formation as disciples of Jesus is our reason for being
and doing. In order to follow Jesus we must have a
relationship with him. We get to know someone by
spending time with them. We spend time getting to
know Jesus through individual and group study of
the Bible, prayer, and worship. We are called to
constantly learn more and deepen our relationship
with Jesus. This shapes our inner-most being and
develops our core identity not only as a follower of
Jesus but as ones with the same heart, mind and
attitude as Jesus. It also gives us impetus, through
the Holy Spirit, to live into Jesus’s second commandment “to love your neighbors as yourself,”
and his final commission to, “Go and make disciples.” As we grow in understanding of and relationship with Jesus we will hopefully model him with
our lifestyle and words and actions by sharing his
love and calling others into relationship with God
by becoming Jesus’ disciples.”

It is clear that Jenifer loves Jesus and is committed to
spreading that love to those in the congregation and
those outside the congregation. It is a privilege and
joy to have her join the staff here! Please be sure to
welcome her and her family.

Don’t forget to “like”
Souderton Mennonite
Church on Facebook!
Liking the church on Facebook will
allow you to see pictures from
different events and get
updates about all of the
exciting events happening

Keith and Dottie Reed served with MDS in Bastrop,
Texas during the winter of 2017. They have many
stories about what they did during their time in
Texas. Here are just couple stories from that time:
“Lorraine and Rich Joy’s house needed laminate
flooring, new vanity, and painting. Their story is
unbelievable: They lived in Austin, Texas (30
miles from Bastrop), but got flooded out. They
then moved to the outskirts of Bastrop and their
house burned down in the 2011 fire. So they
moved to the town of Bastrop thinking nothing
could happen. But last May they had a flood in
their home from too much rainwater. And then
Rich had a heart attack and isn’t able to work. He
was very depressed. Keith spent time talking to
him and invited him to the church we were attending. He and his wife came to church twice
while there and we hope they continue to attend.
Dedra and Gregorio Ramirez’s house was next.
They needed laminate flooring in the living and
dining rooms. They also needed a new 32 ft. ramp
in the front of the house with a new 10’ x 8’ porch
and steps with railings. Four ft. of water came to
their front door. At dedication Gregorio made a
barbeque meal for everyone to show his appreciation. He announced at the meal that he learned
so much from Keith that he was going to attempt
making a new deck at the back of his house. He
explained
that
during
the
flood
he helped his neighbors get to safety.
Our official time was up on March 3rd. The Lord
was good and we had another wonderful MDS
experience.”

