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Seeking God’s Ways

Read Isaiah 55:1-11

Welcome! Isaiah reveals the theme for this year’s Lent- Seeking God’s Ways
Imagine the prophet calling out these verses in a busy shopping area.
“Yo! Everyone who is thirsty and those without money, Come and Listen! You are invited
to delightful food, satisfying life, relationship with God, and international respect!”
Wow! Pretty appealing sales pitch. What’s the catch? What do we have to do?
● Seek the Lord, (be actively looking for God).
● Call upon him, (initiate communication with God).
● Let the wicked forsake their ways and let the unrighteous forsake their thoughts.
What habits do I need to abandon that are hurtful? ______________________
What do I need to give up thinking about? _____________________________
● Let them return to the Lord for mercy and pardon.
Who am I not allowing to return? __________________________
Who am I judging? _________________________
Is this command about me returning to God or others returning or both?
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are God’s ways and
thoughts higher than ours. Hmmmm …What does that mean?
Look at your fingerprint as a symbol of how we tend to focus on ourselves.
Now consider the vast universe.
Try to imagine God’s
perspective from the heavens.
God sees how All of Creation is
interacting.
Read the scriptures again.
Be assured that God’s word
goes out and will accomplish
God’s purpose.
Dear God, help me to value all
your creation through my
actions, love all people even
when it’s hard, and seek you for
mercy and forgiveness.
In Jesus’ name. Amen
Berdine Leinbach (my painting is called: “Seeking God’s Perspective” based on Isaiah 55:9)

3/3/2022

Maria Abissi

Psalm 91:1-2 Those who live in the shelter of the Most High will find rest in the shadow of the
Almighty. This I declare about the Lord: He alone is my refuge, my place of safety; he is my
God, and I trust him.
Psalm 91:9-16 If you make the Lord your refuge, if you make the Most High your shelter, no evil
will conquer you; no plague will come near your home. For he will order his angels to protect
you wherever you go. They will hold you up with their hands, so you won’t even hurt your foot
on a stone. You will trample upon lions and cobras; you will crush fierce lions and serpents
under your feet! The Lord says, “I will rescue those who love me. I will protect those who trust
in my name. When they call on me, I will answer; I will be with them in trouble. I will rescue
and honor them. I will reward them with a long life and give them my salvation.”

God is love.
God is powerful.
God is on my side.
God is working in my situation even when I can’t see it. There is nothing He
would not do for me. God will provide rest, refuge, shelter, protection, and so
much more for all who call on His name.
My part? …Trust. But how do I trust in a world raging with illness, riddled with
political unrest, and rampant with racism?

Believe that …
God is faithful to sustain me.
God is faithful to never leave me.
God is faithful to guard my heart.
God is faithful to help me in times of need.
God is faithful to instruct and teach me in the way I should go.
As I breathe deeply I will…
Trust in His goodness. Rest in His love. Focus on these promises.
As we move through Lent and prepare for Easter, let’s pay attention to God’s love
for us. Believe, and trust Him more.

March 4, 2022 Seek God’s Ways Romans 10: 8b-13 “The longing of my heart and my
prayer to God is for the people of Israel to be saved.”
Many years ago, I had a dream where I was welcomed into heaven by family members
who wanted me to play the piano for them. I looked around for my cousin who had studied to be
a concert pianist. “Where is _____?” I asked Their reply was, “She isn’t expected.” My heart
was broken and my eyes are again filled with tears as I type.
My own sister was very ill, and God gave me a vision where I was to make the choice to beg
for her life or let her go. I begged with many tears for her life to be extended so that she would
have time to return to the Lord. I pleaded that she had been taught the truth as a child and
needed time to forsake her involvement in the New Age movement (religion). Should she die
now I did not want to contemplate the cost to her of her embracing a religion where she is a god.
Recently, I’ve been putting my affairs in order. I met with my sister to ask her to be my
executrix. She agreed and then went on to instruct me about heaven and hell. Apparently, it is her
belief that heaven and hell don’t exist. Instead, it is all a trick of one’s imagination. If you think
you are going to heaven, then you will go to the place you imagine heaven to be; If you think
you are going to hell, then you go to a hell as you imagine it to be. In reality, there is only
nothingness. So you can chose “oblivion” and greet the reality that there is only nothing.
Another family member believes that God is God and it doesn’t matter what you call him.
God is Allah, Lord Krishna, Buddha, The Great Spirit, etc. All paths to any God of any name
will lead you to heaven.
How have we gotten to such a time and such beliefs?
GOD is clear about his name: Exodus 3:14-15
Jesus is clear there is no other path to salvation: John 6:40
The Bible is clear: Romans 10:9-10
So if we wish to be wise: Seek God where He can be found. In all your ways
acknowledge Him and He will direct your path.
My dearest wish is that all of you will be with me at Jesus’s feet on the last day.
Most sincerely,
Your sister in Christ,
Marjorie Gehman

March 5, 2022
Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
Time’s Up!
I like to think of the seesaw as a metaphor for life. Like the seesaw, there are
high points and low points in life. Sometimes I soar high in the air with exhilaration, with
laughter, and with eagle eyes as I enjoy the beauty all around me. Other times, I am
grounded with the vantage point of only looking up.
As a child, I used to love to ride the seesaw. As an adult, not so much! I can
recall a time when my seesaw partner hopped off unannounced and sent me
plummeting to the ground. The playful maneuver tested my
leg strength and balance. It taught me that a seesaw does
not function properly with only one rider. It takes a pair to
navigate well, the ups and downs in life.
A seesaw hinges on a pivot called the fulcrum, and the fulcrum is the center upon
which something depends. Jesus is my fulcrum in life, and the seesaw ride of life trains
me to trust the fulcrum for the pivot. I trade my heaviness for renewed ease and an
overwhelmed life for God’s peace as I take on the yoke of Jesus. Jesus, the steadfast
and unchanging One, is drawing me ever-closer and giving me balance and new
perspective.
The Teacher in Ecclesiastes is pointing to the temporary human things in life, the
seesaw riders so to speak. The tearing down and the building, the weeping and the
laughing, the mourning and the dancing, the scattering and the gathering are all only
temporary. Like a student of the wise Teacher, I am directed from the meaninglessness
of temporary human things to the meaning of life, that is my faith in the Eternal God. I
pray that whatever season you find yourself in, it will bring you a sense of peace
knowing that as time marches on God is making all things new, and that God’s grace is
sufficient for this day.
Karen Bennett

March 6, 2022

Deuteronomy 26:1-11

God’s Goodness=JOY!

In the verses today in Deuteronomy, God’s people were instructed to go
to a certain place of worship, say words that honored God and thank
Him for all He had done for them. God had saved His people and safely
moved them to a new land, one that was “flowing with milk and honey!”
To worship God, they brought the first portion of the harvest or food
they had grown and then bowed down. Then guess what they did? They
rejoiced and celebrated! Why? Because of all the good things the Lord
had done for them!
Do you like to eat yummy food? I do! I like to go to the Landis grocery store and pick out a
variety of fruits and vegetables for my family and have them cleaned and ready to grab from our
fruit bowl. I am thankful for produce from trees, plants, and animals that the Lord has made. As
we eat these things, we share in God’s goodness. We each have stories of the blessings that God
has given. Can you think of one? In sharing these stories, we hear the good news of God’s
amazing love being poured out for us in ways large and small. God loves His people (You’re one
of them!), and He wants us to love Him back!
Remembering the good things God does for us causes us to have a thankful heart and that
prompts us to give back to God and give to others because GOD fills us with joy!
Dear God, thank You for the many blessings and good things in my life. Thank You for good
food, my family and my church family. I love You and want to worship You and praise You. Help
me to talk to You and think of You each day. Amen
Activity Ideas:
Give each person paper & pencil and set a two minute timer. See how many words you can make
from the word DEUTERONOMY, the Bible book we looked at today. How many words did
each person come up with? Which word was the longest? Find me at church for a prize for doing
this activity & to find out how many words I got!
Bake cookies then pick the nicest looking ones, the one you’d want to eat 1st, but give those
away to one of our pastors, Ms Sarah S or a neighbor. That’s giving our “first fruits”… giving
our best to God and to others.
Draw a picture of events in your own faith story- something that happened at church or a time
when you felt God was taking care of you.
Go to the store & buy items to donate to Keystone Opportunity Center.
-Linda Longacre

Believe

March 7

I Peter 1:3-12

Peter reminds us that no matter what is going on in our world, our hope remains in our faith in
Jesus and the grace he offers us. One of my favorite songs is so appropriate for our current
times. You can read it, listen to it, or even sing it as a statement of faith and a prayer.
Don Housel

We Believe
By: The Newsboys
In this time of desperation
When all we know is doubt and fear
There is only one foundation
We believe, We believe
In this broken generation
When all is dark, You help us see
There is only one salvation
We believe, We believe
We believe in God the Father
We believe in Jesus Christ
We believe in the Holy Spirit
And He's given us new life
We believe in the crucifixion
We believe that He conquered death
We believe in the resurrection
And He's coming back again
We believe
So, let our faith be more than anthems
Greater than the songs we sing
And in our weakness and temptations
We believe, We believe
We believe in God the Father
We believe in Jesus Christ
We believe in the Holy Spirit
And He's given us new life
We believe in the crucifixion

We believe that He conquered death
We believe in the resurrection
And He's comin' back again
Let the lost be found and the dead be raised
In the here and now, let love invade
Let the church live loud, our God will say
We believe, we believe
And the gates of hell will not prevail
For the power of God, has torn the veil
Now we know Your love will never fail
We believe, we believe
We believe in God the Father
We believe in Jesus Christ
We believe in the Holy Spirit
And He's given us new life
We believe in the crucifixion
We believe that He conquered death
We believe in the resurrection
And He's comin' back
He’s coming back again.
He’s coming back again.
We believe, We believe.

March 8

Psalm 17

Phil Detweiler

While it has only been two years, life seems to be Before Covid, but I desire the time to
be After Covid. I would have never imagined facing such a giant that wraps together so
many emotions, that when we are not careful as Christians, these harmful emotions
move us away from God. Worry …. Loneliness …. Fear …. Discouragement …. These
are felt by ALL as we walk this path, they call a pandemic. Each of these by themselves
can move us away from our relationship with God.
David, a man who has had his own highs and lows in life and in his relationship with God,
is here in the 17th chapter of Psalms. Where is David? He is in Prayer. He is in relationship
with God. What a great place to be found, in prayer and conversation with God. So much
of David’s character and God’s character can be found here woven in the words of
prayer. Like us today, David is calling out to God as he, David, is under attack. Verse 9
tells us his wicked enemies surround him.
It is not hard to see this today, the heavy emotions of worry, loneliness, fear &
discouragement are enemies that are felt today. I believe that to pass through these
emotions is not harmful, but when we stop and sit with them, they move us away from
our relationship with God. It is harmful to stop and stay with these emotions.
What are the practical ways we can keep ourselves from going into a place where these
emotions overtake us? The answer is right here as an example of what to do. A real
baseline example of what the Christian walk should be. Verse 1, Lord hear my prayer, V2
seeking justice, V3 anytime, examine my heart, V4 keeping myself from violence/sin, V5 I
walk in your path, V6 I call on You, V7 show/reveal Your Love, V7b take refuge in God, V8
keep me near to You, V13 again seeking justice, V14 save me from my enemies, V14b the
love God has for people, V15 then in righteousness we will see Your Face.
To be in relationship with God will eclipse all else. That can be our prayer today.
Prayer: Holy Spirit we give you all honor, glory, worship, and praise today. We dedicate
this time to You and invite Your Presence to be real here among us. Help us push out
every distraction and every thought that is not of You. Lord, I desire to fully submit myself
to You today. Let every written and spoken word give You honor and glory and praise.
May we have a desire, a hunger for You and Your Word. We pray against every plan from
the enemy today as we desire a way closer to You. We pray for each person engaged in
this devotional, that You would bless them, and touch them with Your Word. Lord we ask
for a fresh outpouring from heaven onto Your people today, here, and now, in Jesus
Name

Wednesday, Mar 9, 2022

Luke 9:28-36

“The Transfiguration”
I have to admit honestly that I never gave great thought to this passage of Luke.
I do remember feeling slightly jealous of Peter, John, and James for seeing this
event, and the awe (and fear!) they must have felt. Wouldn’t it be great to not
have any doubt about Jesus, and all the things we have heard in church? To be
able to experience a supernatural revelation of our faith?
I’m not sure I feel that way anymore. I have seen and heard and experienced
enough “God moments” in my life that I don’t have too many real doubts about
God and Jesus. Still, I wonder why more of these moments haven’t happened
so that everyone could believe? Wouldn’t that be great? And so much easier!
All that messy discipleship and mission work would be a thing of the past!
I heard something on the radio in the past week that talked about this question.
Why doesn’t God make faith easier; the evidence for Him more obvious?
Maybe you’ve heard similar things. The answer that makes the most sense to
me is that we are created to see and experience God. We normally are just too
busy to notice. The Spirit lives inside us if we are open to Him. God’s creation
is literally all around us and speaks volumes about God’s existence. God’s love
is radiated out from others who allow Him to use them; it is amazing to see.
What if The Transfiguration was a gift of God for Jesus? This was shortly after
Jesus told the disciples that he was going to die soon. Just as angels
ministered to Jesus after his trial in the wilderness, maybe this was a way of
God ministering to Jesus at the end of his ministry. I’m just thinking out loud.
Jesus was fully human after all; I think we forget that. If we were obeying God
as fully as Jesus was, wouldn’t we need some reassurance from time to time?
A booster shot of spiritual strength?
You might think this is blasphemy. I apologize for that. I actually find this last
thought comforting. If God comforts His Son, and God cares for the flowers and
the sparrows, then surely you and I are never far away from his heart either!
May the glory of Jesus and the love of God bring you comfort and joy always.
Ron Alderfer

March 10

Abide in Christ

1 John 2:1-6

Start by reading verse 6 again. What a reminder and challenge for us as believers.

Live as Jesus did.
Jesus being perfect in every way- How can Christians ever live up to that expectation?
As I read, researched, and pondered this question this is what came to mind. I have always
been, and most of the time still am, a people pleaser. I want to be nice and not let others down
(family, friends and co-workers). Do I have the same desire to please God? Do you have this
desire to please God? If not, how do we as Christians achieve this desire?
My challenge would be to strive and desire to please God as much as I strive to please others.
This needs to start by Following Jesus’s example and abiding in Christ. I need to put my full faith,
hope, and trust in him every day. I need to take time out of my busy schedule to focus on God.
I have been learning that this time doesn’t always need
to be spent as hours reading the Bible. Many small
simple things can help me to abide in Christ.
Try listening to Christian music,
taking a nature walk,
writing a letter to God,
along with prayer and scripture reading.
Find God and abide in His promises in your current
situations and daily life. Stay connected with God,
remembering God’s words from John 15:5 . . . ”for
without me you can do nothing.”

Amy Adams

Psalm 27

Friday March 11, 2022

Mark Hamm

This is a psalm written by David, only 14 verses long but full of spiritual richness and
wisdom. Let’s dive right in, shall we? (Verses 1-3) David proclaims how God is his light, salvation
and the stronghold of his life, therefore he will not fear. He then shares about his foes and
adversaries and their plans of evil for him, but through that he will be confident. Notice how
David doesn’t ask to be “delivered” but instead looks at the coming trial with confidence! May
we all have such faith and strength to rely as strongly on the Lord.
Our next 3 verses (4-6) begin with David’s solitary request: Is it fame, fortune, wisdom,
health, a long life, a great body, a hot spouse, a successful business, the newest trends in
fashion, the newest technology, to achieve all his personal goals for this year? No, it is to be
with God all the days of his life, to look upon God, and seek Him. At His tabernacle David knows
that God will protect him and give him victory over his enemies. As these things occur David
says he will sacrifice with shouts of joy, sing, and make music to God. Isn’t that unusual for a
king to request and to behave when answered? No desire for greater power or riches or
building of any empire. Nor is there a statue or monument made to show David’s glory, for it all
belongs to God.
Through our next 3 verses (7-9) we hear David request that God would hear when he
calls and would not reject or forsake him or turn His face away from him. David promises to call
to the Lord and seek Him out. Our next 3 verses (10-12) proclaim once again David’s faith, that
God will receive him. He asks God to teach him, to lead him, and to not let his enemies triumph
over him. Our last 2 verses (13-14) we see again David’s faith, that He will see the Lord in the
Land of the Living. He admonishes all of us with 4 things: 1) Wait for the Lord, 2) Be strong, 3)
Take heart, and 4) Wait for the Lord.
As we look back at the psalm of David, what can we see for us? What can we do to
model David’s behavior and seek to please God? Instead of taking the “easy way out” and
telling you my views, I will instead review Psalm 27 by asking the following questions based on
the psalms outline: How do you see God? What is He to you? How do you feel about your
future and those who may oppose you? If you could ask anything from God, would it be to
dwell with Him? Do think that is your ultimate life plan, better than any life coach could advise?
Do you have faith that God will help you overcome those who oppose you? Are you prepared to
give God extravagant praise upon receiving the above victory? Do you desire and seek after
God above all else and everyone else? Do you ask God to teach you and help you? Do you have
the faith that God will do this? If so, let’s recall David’s instructions: wait for the Lord, be strong,
take heart, and wait for the Lord. I recall a person once saying, “may you live in interesting
times.” 2020 and 2021 have been trying and interesting years indeed. Looking forward to 2022,
David’s words of counsel seem to me, wise indeed. May God bless you all and may His words
add life to your years.

March 12

Citizens of Heaven

Philippians 3:17 - 4:1

This letter to the Christ-followers in Philippi was written by Paul, a follower and messenger of Christ who,
although he probably never met Christ as a human, had his life changed by a supernatural encounter with Him!
He wrote this letter to encourage the Philippian believers in their faith and in how they live out their faith.
In verse 20, Paul tells us that we are Citizens of Heaven. We asked the SMC middle school youth, what does it
mean to you to live as a “Citizen of Heaven?”

Don’t Give Up

Stay on track

Know you are loved by God more than anyone else
Live IN Christ

He wants the best for you
Live FOR Christ

Be good listeners

Use God’s gifts to you to give back

Sacrifice

Other people may not want to be in the community of God because they don’t like it
Don’t spread hate

Talk to others about God

Not giving in to negative peer pressure
Encourage others

Don’t be negative

Spread joy (chara)

Be kind to others

Teach other people

Don’t use God’s name in vain
Involve yourself in events at church

It doesn’t mean that you are above everyone else

Help other people to not give in to negative peer pressure
I can use sports to spread the word of Christ

Not being “of” the world

Have good relationships
Live like you’re already there (heaven)

Don’t worry about being cool

Have good sportsmanship
See the world around you

-Grace & Peace to you, from the SMC Middle School Youth -

March 13: Focus and Care
Luke 13: 31-35
Do you have a pet at home or know someone who does? Do pets always listen and do what
you want them to do? No! For example, when we try to give Teddy (our dog) a bath, he tries
to jump out of the water, run away, and shake! We want him to stay in the water so we can
take care of him and clean him. While we understand Teddy may not want to receive our care,
we keep at it because we know a bath is what he needs. "
%
$
#
I share this story with you because in today’s scripture, some of the Pharisees told Jesus he
should stop what he’s doing and run away from Jerusalem. Herod was out to kill him!
However, Jesus did not run away. Jesus continued to love and care for people. Now, this was
not at all easy for Him because most of the people were not willing to receive God’s love and
care. Instead, they acted a bit like our pets when we try to care for them and would run away.
In Luke 13 verse 34 we read, “…how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a
hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing.”
The good news for us today is that WE can accept Jesus’s invitation to receive God’s love and
care! As we follow Jesus and learn more about accepting God’s love and care – the more of
God’s love and care we have to share with others! Praise the Lord!
Written by Brooke Clemmer

Game and Activity!

1. Freeze Tag with a HUG!
• One person is the “Tagger” and chases after everyone else (the runners). When the
Tagger tags someone, he or she must freeze! The Runners can unfreeze a person by
giving them a quick hug. That person can rejoin the game. TIP: Set a timer and play
for about 5-10 minutes. The game ends when all the runners are frozen or when the
timer dings.
2. Let’s Get Crafty!
• Think about someone who helps or cares for you. This could be a friend, parent,
mentor, teacher, bus driver, doctor, pastor, firefighter, police officer…think big!
Write them a note or make them a card and thank them for all that they do!
• Think about someone you care about. Again, think big! Write them a note or make
them a card to let them know you care about them and why!

Psalms 105

March 14, 2022

Look to the Lord and his Strength seek His face always (vs4) is a verse that has been planted in
my memory, and as I was glancing through various passages that were listed as options for
devotionals this Lenten season it caught my eye again. Psalms 105:4 has ministered to me many
times. It is a gentle reminder as to where my focus should be. While in graduate school and
feeling overwhelmed it brought comfort, during busy days at work and feeling frustrated it
brings clarity. However, there is so much more to psalms 105. Oh, and did you know this verse
also is in I Chronicles 16 :11, look back and you will see a portion of this psalm in I Chronicles.
Fascinating, or is it because the message is important?
The beginning of this passage calls us to praise, and remember we are descendants of Abraham,
chosen. A reminder the Lord is our God. Only a small portion of the passage focuses on praise
and then it takes a twist calling us to remember. Remember how God has moved among the
nations and people to care for them, to set them free. In reading this psalms I see how God has
provided, he has released, he has protected his people. We have also been called to share his
goodness. In just 45 verses there is a synopsis of significant events from the Old Testament that
laid the foundation for the Messiah and his gift of forgiveness.
Over the past two years we have been groaning in pain but what is God doing, who is he
preparing to carry out his plans. Ponder Joseph how he was tossed aside by his brothers because
of their jealousy. In verses 15-25 we are reminded there was a famine, but God had placed
Joseph at just the right place to be his messenger, the bearer of his image. Furthermore, he
brought his entire family to safety and provided for them what a twist of events. I have no idea
what went through Joseph's mind while sitting in the cold prison, but I am confident he kept
looking to the Lord God and his strength. He did not lose heart, he had faith that God in his
infinite wisdom would care for him.
God is powerful, he speaks in mysterious ways, but if we remain focused on him, we will see his
provisions. As you reflect over the past year how has God provided, look further back in your
life what storms has he brought you through so that today you are at peace or maybe you are
struggling. Look back and remember the times you felt close to our Lord, hold those moments in
your heart and remember the Lord our God is with you. He sees you; he knows you by name and
has plans for your life. Praise him each day for what he has done and share it with those around
you. His son Jesus came to this earth to walk among us so that we might experience forgiveness.
He provides his spirit to empower you to live today. God is with us. Look to the Lord and his
strength, seek his face always. Look into his gentle eyes, feel the strong arms around you, his
hands holding yours as you walk, and the warmth of his love as you wait. He is Lord.
May you be blessed today, your sister in Christ: Betty J. Mininger

March 15

Philippians 1:3-6

Thea Moyer

Life is full of steps.
Some steps are small,
and some steps are big.
Some steps go forward,
and some go backwards.

The past year and a half have been very hard. Yet I felt God giving me
big steps. I felt Him being with me in hard times.
I also have walked a lot of steps back where I have been angry at him.
I also have felt myself walking away from God at times.
These steps could be in a minute or days or even weeks or months.
Sometimes it feels like I’m walking in circles or not getting anywhere
at all.
It’s at those times that I realize I
need God. God is working on me. He’s
not done with me yet. Sometimes I
don’t recognize it, but his work
continues, whether I am going forward
or backward. And as I look back over
the whole year and a half, I can see
there is progress in the right
direction.

March 16: Daniel 3: 19-30: The Fiery Furnace and a “Painful Gift” by Eric Bishop
In the spring semester of 1991, I received what The University of Virginia’s
basketball coach, Tony Bennett, would call a “painful gift.” Even now, as I think about
the one and only course I took at Villanova University, my heart thumps, my hands
tingle, and I am sniffling and clearing my throat often enough to annoy my wife, who
suspects that I am once again wordsmithing about what I, for many years, regarded as
the single most soul-shredding assault I had ever experienced on my self-image to that
point. Suffice it to say the instructor's painfully honest critique changed the course of my
life, for the better…once I got over licking my wounds. If you email me , I will send you
the complete narrative with rich imagery and actual dialogue. This is the connection:
Though the assigned scripture for today’s Lenten reflection is Daniel 3:19-30, we
really need to read all of chapter three to get the complete picture, beginning with King
Nebuchadnezzar’s commissioning of the gold statue and his issuing of the decree:
“When you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and other
instruments, you must bow to the ground and worship the king’s gold statue. Anyone
who refuses to obey immediately will be thrown into a blazing furnace (6).”
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, as devout Jews, are not going to follow the
king’s decree, and they make that clear to everyone. But notice that they don’t say that
their God will save them from the furnace, only that their God can save them from it
(17). Their God does save them such that when they emerge from the fiery furnace, not
even the scent of smoke can be detected on their clothes (27). It appears that the
person most changed by the furnace experience, though, is King Nebuchadnezzar. He
is impressed by the miracle he has witnessed and by the faithfulness of Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego. He even issues a protection proclamation over them and
promotes them to higher ranks in the Babylonian province (30)! But I wonder: Was the
king impressed or changed enough to go ahead and take down the gold statue?
While I didn’t exactly enter a “fiery furnace” at Villanova University, I did emerge
from the experience profoundly changed. Are you curious enough to contact me, read
my story and consider the comparisons and contrasts? -jericbishop@gmail.com

Thursday, March 17, 2022

The End Times

Daniel 12:1-4

I suppose like others, I chose this Scripture sight unseen, not knowing just what it said. Over the past 2
weeks, I’ve become increasingly overwhelmed, praying for clarity as to how to interpret the meaning of
these verses & how they personally relate to me & the many challenges, trials, & “happenings” in my
life. Reading various Bible versions & commentaries only seemed to add to my confusion. At the “last
moment,” I pleaded again saying that I tried, but that I just couldn’t commit to what I said I would do.
“1 Michael, the chief of the angels, is the protector of your people, and he will come at a time of
terrible suffering, the worst in all of history.”
The next morning, I read the text again, & this time it was “as clear as the noonday sun.” The 2nd part of
Daniel’s book speaks about several visions Daniel had about the future. In those visions were different
scenarios of “life happenings,” seasons of testing, all terrible beyond belief.
“And your people who have their names written in The Book will be protected.”
But through it all, in the end, God continued to show HIS loving mercy in each one. He rescues all who
have full faith & trust in HIM, in life and death.
“2 Many of those who lie dead in the ground will rise from death. Some of them will be given eternal
life, and others will receive nothing but eternal shame and disgrace.”
He is ever present to provide Hope, Justice, & Victory to ALL who believe in HIM, despite the
circumstances or whatever the situation may be that we’re going through, even the seemingly
insignificant ones as a Lenten Devotional message. “Praise God to Him ALL Blessings flow.”
“3 Everyone who has been wise will shine as bright as the sky above, and everyone who has led others
to please God will shine like the stars.”
In my Jesus Calling Devotional this morning, it stated that what goes on in your mind is invisible &
undetectable to other people. But God can read our thoughts & searches for evidence of putting our
TRUST in HIM & oh, how HE rejoices when we do!
“4 Daniel, I now command you to keep the message of this book secret until the end of time, even
though many people will go everywhere, searching for the knowledge to be found in it.”
Every day, I whisper secret little prayers to God about whatever, a lost earring, a healing in someone’s
life, the words for a message are the miracles that happen as abundantly as grains of sand on a beach.
I’ve also been blessed richly through loud cries, from those not even known to me, as I laid weeks in a
TBI/coma & physically broken from an MVA. Then, relearning who my family was, where do socks go &
how to brush my teeth. My prayer is that my life experiences are giving me the wisdom to “shine as
bright as the sky above” & that I can lead others to “please God shining like the stars!”
Pat Strenk

March 18

TEMPTATION OF JESUS

Luke 4:1-13

After Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist, He immediately received the Holy Spirit. Luke tells
us that Jesus being full of the Holy Spirit was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, where He
was tempted by the devil for 40 days. Then the Bible tells us He was tempted by Satan in three
specific ways. He had not eaten or drunk for 40 days. He was weak and at a very low physical
point. Isn't that just like Satan? He hits us hard when we are at our lowest point.
Let's look now at the tools Jesus used to respond to Satan: prayer, the Holy Spirit, and Holy
Scripture. Prayer — I believe Jesus was in constant communication with His Father in prayer.
The Holy Spirit — Jesus was full of the Holy Spirit. The Word of God —Jesus quoted Scripture in
the face of all three of these temptations.
The hunger Jesus endured after 40 days of fasting was a signal from His body that unless He ate
soon, He would die. Satan told Him to make bread out of a stone! He was the Son of God. Jesus
responded with the Word telling Satan that we do not live by bread alone, but by every word of
God.
Satan then told Jesus that Satan was in a position to give Him all the kingdoms of the world
with their glory and power and prestige. Jesus told Him we are to worship the Lord, and Him
only we are to serve.
Jesus will one day rule the world, but His mission to defeat Satan at the cross was not yet
accomplished. There are no shortcuts in the Christian life. Fulfillment of God's promises to us
often involves waiting and doing it God's way. Jesus' earthly life was lived as an example for us
to follow.
Last of all Satan wanted to call into question God's unconditional love for the Son. Satan sets
Jesus on a pinnacle of the Temple and tempts Jesus to throw Himself down from there, because
the Word says He will give His angels charge over you to keep you. They will bear you up lest at
any time you dash your foot against a stone. (Satan was quoting Psalm 91:11, 12.) Oft times
there is more than one Scripture that applies in a situation, and Jesus quoted the appropriate
one here. “You shall not tempt the Lord your God."
Satan leaves Him, but only for a season. Angels come and minister to Him — feeding Him and
demonstrating God does truly love Him.
Jesus took on human flesh to show us how to live a Godly life in this world with only prayer,
the Holy Spirit, and the Bible to help us. We have these tools available to us. Let's use the tools
God has provided for us, and let's defeat the enemy of our souls!
- Hope Gordon

Psalm 63

Saturday, March 19, 2022
Boy, Am I Thirsty

Several years ago, I was hunting in the mountains of Tioga County. It was autumn and
the weather was warm. Nowadays, whenever I enter the woods to go hunting, hiking or
whatever, I am always prepared; however, back then, an unexperienced woodsman, I did
not have a water bottle or canteen with me.
I did not drink anything before I went out that day. By noon I was feeling thirsty. An
hour later, I was really thirsty. By 3:00 p.m. I was parched and didn’t even care if I saw a
deer. All I could think about was getting some water to drink and quenching my thirst. It
was a horrible feeling. To this date, 40 years later, it was the worst thirst that I ever
experienced.
The Psalmist, in the scripture referenced above, is talking about thirst. Thirst in a dry and
thirsty land where there was no water. Imagine being in that land with no water. The
craving, the longing for a glass of cool water and there is none available. That makes my
example seem pretty petty.
We are to seek God as if we are dying of thirst, and He is the only water around. Think
about that for a moment. We take for granted turning on the tap for a clean glass of
water. We further have easy access, in numerous stores, to dozens of brands of bottled
water, juices, and other thirst-quenching beverages. It is hard for us to even know what
thirst is.
Imagine, not having anything to drink for two days. How would you feel? Extremely
thirsty, dehydrated, weak and your muscles would be aching. What would you do for a
cold glass of water? That’s how hard we should seek after God.
Furthermore, the Psalmist says that after finding God, we should also extend great praise
to Him. Praise God for he is mighty.
The next time you feel as though your mouth and throat are a little dry and you want
something to drink, pause. Wait an hour or two. Let your thirst develop. Think about
that thirst.
Let’s seek after God like we are dying of thirst in the desert. Let’s seek after Him and
when we find Him, let us praise Him.
Remember, as Jesus said to the woman at the well, “I can give you Living Water and you
will never thirst again.”
Be thirsty!
Randy Floyd

March 20, 2022

Luke 13:1-9

Today is my birthday. It is the one day of the year when I feel especially loved. When I
was growing up with my six siblings, our Mom always made
our favorite cake on our birthday. On one particular
birthday, we finished eating the meal and then everyone
stood up from the table and started walking toward the
door. I remember being surprised and said, “Wait, we didn’t
have my cake.” But everyone headed down the steps to go
out to milk the cows. I said, “Wait, it’s my birthday and we
didn’t have my cake yet!” I couldn’t believe what was
happening; nobody was paying attention to me. I was ready to cry, when up the steps
came my Dad carrying my birthday cake! Everyone started laughing and singing Happy
Birthday! They hadn’t forgotten my birthday after all!
Everyone wants to feel loved, accepted and appreciated and not just on their birthday.
Sadly, feelings of loneliness and being forgotten are common no matter what age you
are. It is comforting to know that Jesus is with us and loves us all the time. We can also
be like Jesus to others by letting people know they are appreciated and loved. You might
surprise them and make their day! Here are some ways that you can do that with your
family:
1. Make a list of people in your family, neighborhood, school and church who live
alone or who are going through an illness or celebrating a special occasion.
2. Make contact with them…call, text, email, or make a card and send it to that
person. The message can simply be, “I’ve been thinking about you.”
3. Drop by their home with some cookies, flowers or an offer to help with a task
around their house.
4. Write their name on a calendar and try to reach out to someone every month
this year. (That is 12 people whom you will surprise!)
There was a lady who used to call everyone at church on their birthday. Her name was
Mary. She became known as the Birthday Lady. Without fail we would have a phone
message from her wishing us well on our special day. It seemed like it was her mission
to let folks know that they were remembered and loved.
Lucy Brubaker

March 21, 2022

Eat the Produce God has provided.

Joshua 5:9-12

In this passage the Israelites are finally in the Promised Land after wandering in the wilderness for forty
years. God says you may now eat the produce of land. God ceased providing the manna at this time.
That means to me that they are staying! Yeah! I like the theme of eating the produce of land. We have
a very small garden and only plant the items we enjoy harvesting and eating. But God provides for all
his creatures to eat from the land.

This picture is of the buffalo/bison eating from the brown grasses to
sustain life. God provides for the animals as well as people.

The picture of the winterberries is one way
God feeds the birds in the winter when fruits are not as available. These
berries provide nice color in the drab winter as well.

We love to plant and harvest yams from our garden. Some years God
provides a bountiful harvest. These yams have such a sweet taste! This
picture shows how big they can be. We love to eat the produce of the land!

One of my Facebook friends took
this picture of snowflakes. As you know, no two snowflakes
are alike. But unless you get close you have no idea how
beautiful they really are. I was blown away by this image of
how God is in the small things. We may not always like snow,
but God is there too.

God provides for our needs in the “wilderness” and allows us
to “eat from the Promised Land”. He will always provide.
–Deb Kratz

March 22

Which Path Looks Like Your Path to God?

Psalm 32

By Aaron
Sensenig

March 23

Luke 13:18-21

Bill Curtis

The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast
The Kingdom of God has always been mysterious to me. Jesus talks about it as
being here now and also not yet fully present. I believe that through Jesus, the Kingdom
of God has invaded life on earth, but it is not fully here yet.
If asked to define the Kingdom of God, I would say it is wherever God’s goodness and
light overpower darkness and evil.
In December 2019, Linda and I were on a mission trip to Brazil. One of the
pastors on our trip, Rodney Hogue, taught about how Jesus constantly demonstrated the
Kingdom of God and then proclaimed the Kingdom of God, and he proclaimed the
Kingdom of God, then demonstrated the Kingdom of God. There is a constant flow in the
Gospels of demonstration then proclamation and proclamation then demonstration of the
Kingdom of God. Jesus’s demonstrations of the Kingdom of God often came by healings
and casting out evil spirits. I came to understand more fully in Brazil that Jesus and the
Holy Spirit still heal today. I saw many people I prayed for physically healed. Some were
not physically healed, but were touched by the love of Jesus, as we prayed with them.
I believe the stories of the mustard seed and the yeast are meant to encourage us that as
we start to share the love of Jesus with others, even in very small ways, our acts of love
can have exponential results. Just as a mustard seed is very small, but grows into a large
tree, small kind acts, done in the great love of Jesus, can have significant impact. I
believe we have little understanding how some of our small acts of love and kindness
have affected people until we get to heaven.
Many in our Mennonite community do a wonderful job of regularly sharing acts
of love and kindness. We follow Jesus in demonstrating what the Kingdom of God is
like. What Jesus has been teaching me recently is that I need to be bolder and more direct
in sharing that my motivation for these acts of kindness is not because I am a good
person, but rather because I am a passionate follower of Jesus. I need to be bolder in my
proclamation of the kingdom alongside demonstrations of Jesus’s love.
I was in a meeting recently where my 80-year-old friend, Alan, shared that one of
his goals in life is to bless people, at least one person daily. What a great way this is to
help bring the Kingdom of Heaven down to earth. May the mustard seeds of our
Kingdom efforts turn into trees of goodness and light that shine back to Jesus. May I
challenge you to ask God every morning to show you who He wants you to bless today
and tell about the Kingdom of God?King Jesus, give us the eyes to see, and hearts and
minds to perceive opportunities to bless others you bring across our path. Give us the
courage to not only demonstrate your Kingdom but also proclaim it in a loving and bold
way. Amen.

March 24, 2022

Lost and then Found

Read Luke 15:1-10

Jesus is telling these earthly stories with a heavenly meaning to the tax collectors,
sinners, Pharisees, and scribes who had gathered around him one particular day.
He speaks of the lost and then found elements in each story which is telling us of
ways to look at people who are lost and not yet followers of Christ.
The lost sheep, after wandering off, realizes at some point it is not with the other
sheep, but doesn’t know how to be reunited with them on its own. The sheep is
totally helpless, but aware of its need.
The lost coin is an inanimate object that does not know it is missing or know of its
value. The woman is fully aware of its value as a part of her dowry, a headband of
ten coins to be worn on her wedding day.
The prodigal son has boldly decided to pursue his own interests and separates
himself from his father on purpose. Only after he hits rock bottom does wisdom
set in, and he returns on his own with the hope and faith his father in some way
accepts him.
How do we approach people with the gospel and love of Christ?
The lost sheep- Be gentle to those who know they are sinners and don’t measure
up. Help them to see God loves and values them and wants to have a relationship
with them.
The lost coin- Witness to those who don’t know they are lost or understand their
need for a savior. It very well could be the first time they have heard the gospel.
The prodigal son- Pray and watch for them to return to Christ who accepts them
with open arms. Walk beside and encourage them.
What do we see at the end of each parable?
The shepherd, the woman, and the father gather others around them to celebrate
and rejoice with them and we should also rejoice like the angels do when a sinner
repents and turns to God!
Deanna Kratz

March 25

Psalm 46 “Be Still”

By Dawn Moore

In a noisy and frenetic world, it is hard to sit in
silence. I invite you to find a comfortable seat
in a quiet place away from beeping phones and
other distractions. Sit in silence for at least 1
minute, but longer if you can. When your mind
wanders, return your focus to God.

Now slowly read verse 10a, focusing on each
phrase, removing one word at a time:

Be still and know that I am God
Be still and know that I am
Be still and know that I
Be still and know that
Be still and Know
Be still and
Be still
Be
Simon De Voil has a beautiful recording of this verse for further reflection. Find it
on Youtube or at this link: https://simondevoil.com/track/1365584/be-still

Saturday, March 26
Read 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

The New is Here!

Written by: Sarah Scorzetti

Ever since age 28, I have found myself periodically asking myself questions like: Am I growing
spiritually? Is God really working in my life? Am I going to always struggle with anxiety?
For most of my life, I have struggled with anxiety, specifically illness anxiety meaning that I can
obsessively worry about my health. For this reason, I always get nervous whenever I have to go
to a doctor’s appointment. I remember one day I was driving to a doctor’s appointment
absolutely dreading it and feeling the fear just wash over me. I felt not a trace of peace. Through
my tears, I asked God to show me how He was working in this area of my life. I walked up to the
doctor’s receptionist desk to get checked in and I heard these words very clearly “behold I am
doing a new thing.” Those were the exact words I needed to hear in that moment. In that
moment, God was reminding me that He sees me, He feels the heaviness of the mental burden
I’m carrying, and He is working in me and making me the new creation He has promised to
make me into.
That memory has stuck with me and has reminded me to try to see how God is bringing about
positive change in my life, and particularly how He is helping me through struggles with anxiety.
I am drawn to verses in the Bible that talk about God restoring, doing new things, healing,
reviving, etc. because I believe, or desire to wholeheartedly believe, God is continually doing
those things for each and every person. I especially love the verse found in today’s Scripture
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is
here!” (2 Corinthians 5:17 NIV) How reassuring is this to know that God is redeeming our past
and restoring us and making us into beautiful new creations? This verse gives me great hope
knowing that God isn’t finished with me yet. He’s not finished with you either.
Reflect
- When I think about the Lord making me into a new creation, I often recall these words:
o Restore
o Revive
o Heal
o Freedom
- Choose 1 of these words that resonates with you (perhaps a word that reflects a longing
for the work you want God to do in you) or a different word that comes to mind when
you think of becoming a new creation.
- In silence or with worship music in the background, carefully write out that word and
write or draw anything that comes to mind or anything you think God is speaking to you.
- Hang this word drawing up somewhere you can see it. Be reminded to thank God for
how He’s making you into a new creation. Ask God to partner with you to bring about
the new He wants to establish in your life.
Pray Father, thank You for continually healing and restoring us to make us into the
beautiful new creations You desire for us to become. When we feel stuck, remind us that
You are doing a new thing in us. Amen

Sunday, March 27

Family Lenten Devotional

Before you start: Grab some pieces of paper and coloring utensils for
your family.
Sing: “Jesus Loves Me” or listen to “Forgiveness” by TobyMac (great
song for 3rd-5th graders)
Read: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 The Parable of the Lost Son
Ask: What happened in this story we read today?
- The son asked his dad for his share of money.
- The son went away from his father and spent all his money.
- The son became poor and got a job feeding pigs.
- The son decided to go back to his dad to ask for forgiveness.
- The Dad forgave his son and threw him a big feast to celebrate.
Draw: Pick a part of the story we read today that stuck out to you (made you think, made you
feel a strong emotion) and draw it out. Share your drawings with your family.
Ask: What can we learn about God through this story?
- The Father in this story is like our Heavenly Father.
- At times, we can be like the “lost son” doing things that God wouldn’t want us to do.
- When we do things God doesn’t want us to do we can feel sad, lonely, anxious and we
ask ourselves “why did I do that”?
- There’s good news! We can ALWAYS turn back to God by talking with Him. Our
conversation with God can look something like this:
o Say sorry.
o Ask God to forgive you.
o Thank God for loving you.
Bible Memory:
“For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” Luke 15:24
Remember: No matter what you have done, you can ALWAYS talk to God about it and ask Him
to forgive you. God will always love you.
Pray: Father, we love You so much. We thank You for all the things we can learn from stories like
the one we read today. God, sometimes we do things that You wouldn’t want us to do. We are so
thankful that when we do these things we can always talk to You about what we have done and
ask You to forgive us. Thank You for Your forgiveness and always loving us. Amen
Activities:
For Mon March 28’s Scripture: Using watercolor paints, make a water themed painting.
Somewhere in the painting write “I am doing a new thing.” Think about the new thing God is
doing in your life.
For Thurs March 31’s Scripture: Bubbles Play Time Activity (taken from Sermons4kids): Give
each child a small bottle of bubble blowing liquid and tell them to see how MUCH can come out
of a very small bottle of bubbles. Tell children that ALL those bubbles can represent all the
things that GOD can do when HE is in our lives!!
For Friday April 1’s Scripture: While listening to “Promises” by Maverick City, make a list of
all the great things God has done for you. Share what you came up with to your family. Say a
prayer thanking God for His goodness and faithfulness in your lives.
Written by: Sarah Scorzetti

March 28

See, I am doing a new thing!

Isaiah 43: 16-21

I stood at the table, looking over the Scripture verses available for this Lenten
devotional. Each one included a short summary of the Scripture. And two stood out for
me. Both had the word new. “OK,” I thought, “I don’t know why, but the Spirit is leading
me to select one of these.”

When I got home and read Isaiah 43: 16-21, these words jumped out at me:

Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.
See, I am doing a new thing!

How much of our time is spent in the past? Recalling good times. Reliving past hurts.
Regretting decisions made and decisions not made.

Memories can be precious things. I shall always remember sewing with my mother, my
son’s first steps, and the pleasure of sticky toffee pudding in the Lake District. But when
we dwell on the past, how can we see what God is doing now?

St. Augustine said, "God gives where He finds empty hands." And C.S. Lewis goes on
to say, "A man whose hands are full of parcels can't receive a gift."

What new thing are you missing because you are dwelling in the past or holding on
tightly to that which was? What might you be able to release?

Debra Franke

Tuesday March 29, 2022
II Kings 4:1-7 NIV
The Widow’s Olive Oil
The wife of a man from the company of the prophets cried out to Elisha, “Your servant my husband is dead,
and you know that he revered the Lord. But now his creditor is coming to take my two boys as his slaves.”
2
Elisha replied to her, “How can I help you? Tell me, what do you have in your house?” “Your servant has
nothing there at all,” she said, “except a small jar of olive oil.” 3 Elisha said, “Go around and ask all your
neighbors for empty jars. Don’t ask for just a few. 4 Then go inside and shut the door behind you and your
sons. Pour oil into all the jars, and as each is filled, put it to one side.” 5 She left him and shut the door behind
her and her sons. They brought the jars to her, and she kept pouring. 6 When all the jars were full, she said to
her son, “Bring me another one.” But he replied, “There is not a jar left.” Then the oil stopped flowing. 7 She
went and told the man of God, and he said, “Go, sell the oil and pay your debts. You and your sons can live on
what is left.”

I am so drawn to this passage from the Bible every time I read it or hear it. It speaks volumes
to so many aspects that happen in life. I believe it also shows us 3 important promises of God
to us. One, God performs miracles all throughout the Bible using so many different types of
people. They aren’t extra special people; they are people just like you and me. However, we
are all extra special in God’s eyes! Two, the miracles are either performed for us, through us,
or to us! This is also shown over and over again in the Bible. I know if I look back on my life, I
can see the miracles that have blessed me. I am sure you can think back to times this has
happened in your life also! Lastly, just like the Widow in desperate need of help and owes lots
of money, when have we ever been at a low point in our lives? The feelings of, there is little to
nothing left, I am at the end of my rope, I don’t see the light at the end of the tunnel, or I see
no options of something improving? I am sure we have all been there whether it was a small
road bump in life or a major pothole that swallowed us up. (Ps. we have a lot of potholes
around here right now that could do that to us! LOL!) Seriously though, what have we done in
those life situations? Did you stop, pray, and place it in God’s hands, or did you try to fix the
situation yourself? The Widow shows us the keys to God stepping in with the miracle for her.
She had faith and obeyed him even when it didn’t make sense in the natural.
Sometimes we don’t understand the “WHY” are we being lead or to do something God has
asked. Often, we take the hard road by questioning, having doubt, or even resisting it. Then
other times it’s just really hard, but if we obey leading with FAITH knowing he has a bigger plan
for us, God will show us the bigger blessings and miracles. Let’s be more like the Widow in this
passage by trusting in God and relying on him even when we face uncertainty. One of my
favorite quotes is “Leap and the Net will Catch You!!” God will catch you just have faith!
Christina Garzon-DiVergigelis

March 30

Pressing On

Philippians 3:4-14

I'm not a person that typically writes their thoughts and feelings down. I'm always
comfortable talking about them in conversation but putting them on paper is very
awkward for me. Which, I guess, is the reason I agreed to do this. I do believe that I
need to be put in these uncomfortable situations to grow in my Christian walk.
Reading through Philippians 3:4-14 a few times (yes, I need to read the text
multiple times) the overlaying message I got was “pressing on.” Initially I was feeling as
though this message was for me individually - meaning Paul was telling me that I need
to keep pressing on in my walk with Christ. That even though I have seen or felt
successes along the way, I cannot stop. And even though I would like to stay put and
bask in those triumphant times, I must continue on toward the goal which is “having
been called heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
On the other hand, I also felt that Paul was talking to Souderton Mennonite
Church. Over the past number of years, we have had struggles with not having a lead
pastor which has caused hardship for the church. His message of pressing on has
certainly been exhibited by our congregation. I am always impressed by the church and
how the core members have persevered through all the change and instability we have
seen. We have not looked back to when we were a church of many more congregants,
we just kept pressing on. As Paul has said we can't stop! We must keep going on until
we reach the goal, and I feel empowered that with God’s help, we at Souderton
Mennonite Church can keep pressing on!
- John McQuade

Thursday, March 31, 2022

Jesus Feeds Thousands

Luke 9: 10-17

There is a mural wall in the Sr. High
Youth room “gallery” that has been in
process for several years. A few weeks
ago, during a Wednesday night
gathering, we studied today’s scripture
and worked on finishing the mural.
Some stories in the Bible, like the
feeding of the 5000, can become so
familiar we start skimming through
them and miss the new connecting
points God wants to reveal to us.
What amazes me is how these
connecting points and lessons change with time. God’s word is living, constantly intertwined with our
lives if we take time to sit with the passages.
One of the exercises I like to use during our study times in youth gatherings is to read the text several
times, each time from a different translation. We’ll start with the NIV and NLT and continue with the
Message, the Passion, and sometimes the KJV. It is so energizing to hear the youths’ observations and
questions, especially as they share with each other. That is how we studied this story together and
gleamed some new insight - while our hands were busy being creative and our minds unplugged from
all other distractions.
Jesus Feeds Thousands (The Passion Translation)
Months later, the apostles returned from their ministry tour and told Jesus all the wonders
and miracles they had witnessed. Jesus, wanting to be alone with the Twelve, quietly
slipped away with them toward Bethsaida.
Crowds soon found out about it and took off after him. When they caught up with Jesus, he
graciously welcomed them all, taught them more about God’s kingdom, and healed all who
were sick.
Below are a few of our questions and observations from the first part of the story:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Months later: how many? 2 months? 9? How long were they apart?
We can imagine how excited the apostles were to see Jesus and share their experiences.
And what joy for Jesus to have his most trusted friends return safely and be by his side again.
Jesus wanted to be alone with the disciples, just as he longs for time with each of us.
He graciously welcomes them all, like all 5000+ of them.
He healed all that were sick. We wondered, How many people out of that 5000+ were sick?
Was it an organized process to get to Jesus?
Maybe he just made his way to all he knew needed his healing?

May God bless the reading of his word today. (And please, come see our beautiful artwork!)
~ Sr. High Youth of SMC (Jess Gillespie)

April 1

Psalm 126 - A song for pilgrims ascending to Jerusalem.

Mark Abissi

… We were filled with laughter, and we sang for joy… And the other nations said, “What amazing
things the Lord has done for them.” Yes, the Lord has done amazing things for us! What joy! Restore
our fortunes, Lord, as streams renew the desert. Those who plant in tears will harvest with shouts of
joy. They weep as they go to plant their seed, but they sing as they return with the harvest.”
March 19, 2020 – Happy Birthday! You need to shut your business down as we go into lockdown.
March 19, 2021 – Happy Birthday! – Get in line… Moderna or Pfizer?
I decided on April 1 for this year’s devotion as I think God is telling me something about my birthday.
Have you felt exiled over these last two years? Did you sense that you have been wandering in the
desert with no compass? I don’t believe we experienced the hardships of those who were followers
during Christ’s time. I do believe that this will pass. God will once again fill us with laughter and joy. We
have not seen the power of God because we are still focusing on the weeds and not looking forward.
There is no doubt this has been a hard two years for all of us. Losing loved ones along the way. One of
the members of my jazz trio recently passed away. Not from Covid but from a rare disorder known as
Lewy Body Dementia. I watched as he deteriorated over the past three years. His world became small.
His body became his prison. But there was joy. As a former Baptist minister, he touched multiple lives
and hearts. As a drummer, he brought the joy of music to many. Joy came to his family as they knew
his struggles over the past few years have finally come to an end. God pulled him out of his exile and
gave him new life.
As I write this, I just found out that my mom has cancer. I am not sure how to take this news. On one
hand I am angry with God. My mom lives in an independent living facility, quarantined from the
outside world. We must jump through hoops to go visit her. Why now God? How do we take care of
her and are these her last days? On the other hand, her life is a medical miracle. From surviving a
brain bleed, to falling and getting stuck in a snowbank for an hour, to snapping a tendon in her leg and
miraculously being able to walk without a cane, she has survived it all. And there is joy. In speaking
with her, she is in good spirits! God has touched her heart, and she seems to be at peace. God has
done amazing things in my mom’s lifetime. From falling (figuratively and literally) into a handsome Air
Force Airman’s arms (another story for another time) to raising four independent children, the
youngest of which is the best and brightest (yes, I am the youngest). A full life both physically and
spiritually is leading her to eternal life. How can I not be joyful?
Let’s enjoy the amazing things that God has done during the pandemic. Be engulfed in the beauty of
God. Our fortunes will be restored. We will come out of the desert. Shed those tears, for we will reap
with joy.
During this time of stationary motion, I revisited one
of my hobbies, photography. When my family and I
go on hiking excursions, I take my camera and
photograph various scenes. I have discovered a filter
on my camera that allows me to show the beauty
that God has created. Ripples in the waves, stones
that I didn’t see with my eye are captured. God wants you to see joy and experience his wonders!
Lord, please bring us out from our exile and into your joy. Let us feel your grace and mercy. Amen

April 2, 2022

John 11:45-57

The high priests and Pharisees called a meeting of the Jewish ruling body. “What do we do
now?” they asked. “This man keeps on doing things, creating God-signs. If we let him go on,
pretty soon everyone will be believing in him, and the Romans will come and remove what
little power and privilege we still have.” (vs 47-48, The Message)
It must have been exciting yet frightening to see “God-signs.” in their midst. Some doubted,
some believed, and some felt like they were losing control of the religious systems and
hierarchies. I’m wondering if we don’t still approach God-signs and miracles in that way today.
It’s hard to trust that something supernatural has happened and we often prefer to explain a
miraculous event logically.
I remember a time when things looked bleak for our oldest child. He was very tired of sleeping
in the same room as his younger brother and we all were anxious to move out of the cramped
home we were living in. I asked him to pray about it and see what God told him. The next day
he bounded home from school with an answer. We were to move to “Lot #12” and he could see
the shape of the property. I was astounded then, and I still am astounded today at this vision
that appeared to our child. But it happened just as it appeared to him: we built a new home on
Lot #12 and still live there today. I only wish I’d taken this “God-sign” more seriously by
encouraging our children to pray and seek God for answers.
It can be hard to see the miracles we experience in life, but I believe that those who stay in
contact with God through prayer and meditation, see very clearly the supernatural events in
their lives. Sometimes it may just be the sun coming up after a very bleak day or the bright red
cardinal that suddenly appears in front of you, shaking you from your musings. But it can be
seen as Christ’s miraculous way of speaking to us if we see it through the lens of our intimate
relationship with Him.
Meditate on this portion of a poem by Elizabeth Barrett Browning (Aurora Leigh, a poem. New
York, Worthington co, 1890):
“Earth's crammed with heaven,
And every common bush afire with God,
But only he who sees takes off his shoes”

-Beverly Miller

Sunday, April 3
John 12:1-8

Family Lenten Devotional

What is the most expensive thing you can think of?
If someone handed you a whole bunch of money, what do you
think you would buy?
I am sure all the things you have thought of would be really nice to have. In this story today a
woman named Mary had a very expensive gift of perfume. Perfume is a scented liquid that
people spray on themselves to smell nice. There are some perfumes made now that can cost
thousands of dollars such as “Chanel Grand Extrait”. The perfume Mary had would have taken
her a whole year to save for.
Mary took this expensive perfume and poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped it up with her hair.
Strange right? That would be like taking your very expensive thing you thought of earlier and
throwing it away or giving it to someone else. The people watching this thought it was such a
waste, but the person she was giving it to was not just anyone. Jesus was receiving this gift! This
perfume was a special kind of perfume used on people that had died and were going to be
buried. Jesus was soon going to die on the cross for our sins and be buried.
All of those expensive things you thought of are not the most important things in life. The only
thing worth living for and seeking is Christ. How do we do that? Well, we read the Bible and
pray, of course. And when it comes to making decisions or doing things, we can ask ourselves if
we are doing something that honors or points back to Him. We can ask for God’s help making
Him our top priority. We need to be willing to give our best for Him, because He gave everything
for us.
Family Activities
Give your best: Take turns coming up with different things you can do around the room (march,
skip, hop, run). Encourage each other to give it their best!
Feet Washing: Give the gift of serving each person in your family and take time to wash each
other’s feet just as Mary anointed the feet of Jesus and Jesus washed the feet of his disciples.
Dear God,
You are worth more than all riches.
Help us to remember that
And to always put you first in our lives.
Thank you for loving us.
Thank you for your son, Jesus.
In His name we pray, Amen
Written by: Elyse Hackman

Monday, April 4, 2022

Meekness

Philippians 2: 5 - 11

Verse 5 (NIV) “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.”
In one of my efforts to “improve” my Christian walk, I read Phil. 2: 1-11and actually took the
time to let the words/message “sink-in”. This was an effort to remember what I had read and perhaps put
it into practice in my everyday life! To improve my understanding, I had to find a reliable description of
Jesus’ attitudes. Matthew 5: 3 – 12 (also known as the beatitudes) was a good place to start. A quote
from Billy Graham verifies that, by saying, “The character we find in the beatitudes is nothing less than
our Lord’s own character put into words.”
As an example, among the 9 blessings, in verse 5, Jesus says, “Blessed are the meek, for they
will inherit the earth.” I’ve never thought of Jesus being meek, but from a Walk Thru the Bible
devotional called “Indeed”, the meek are described as “unassuming, unpretentious and gentle. They do
not oppress, push, control, manipulate, berate, complain or wield a heavy hand. They understand the
kindness and gentleness of God and they demonstrate it!” (Does this sound like Jesus?)
Now, while I was studying this material, Brenda came home with the groceries. A perfect time
for the new Tom to show what I learned from the beatitudes! I went to help her bring in the groceries
and to put them away. During this time of working together, Bren told me about a sale on yogurt covered
raisins (a good treat for a PWD, a person with diabetes). Only strawberry and chocolate flavors were on
sale. Vanilla, my favorite, was not. So, knowing that I don’t like the chocolate coating, she bought,
strawberry. That was great, but for some reason that I can’t explain, I decided to tell her why I did not
like chocolate, using a very sarcastic, unkind and disrespectful voice. Why did I do that?
Bren’s reply was that she was happy to buy the flavors I like best and that I don’t need to speak
to her in the tone of voice I had used. I immediately thought about what I had just read about the
attributes of Christ and how miserably I had failed to demonstrate those attitudes! What was I thinking?
I asked for Bren’s forgiveness right away!!
So why did I share this? 1st, knowledge is important, but it doesn’t result in a new person. 2nd,
taking on God’s attitudes, in a way that makes a real change within, requires a move toward God and the
help of the Holy Spirit.
May we each ask the Holy Spirit to fill us and guide us each day! Amen

Tom Leister

April 5

Psalm 20

It was a miserable day. The storms that had previously battered the upper Midwest had
made their way east and were now stretched from Toledo, Ohio to the Poconos. Traffic was
heavy along interstate 80 in central Pennsylvania and the pouring rain made visibility difficult.
As the mile markers slowly passed by, I thought about how the terrible weather matched my
mood. The previous day I had said goodbye to my uncle who was near life’s end after a
battle with Melanoma.
As I drove through the rain, I found myself in prayer. On the one hand, I was angry at God for
my uncle’s circumstances. Why did it have to be him? On the other hand, I was thankful for
the opportunity that many people don’t get. The opportunity to say goodbye. I felt
depressed and being trapped in a car didn’t help. I needed to get out!
Central Pennsylvania is known for its trout streams. Beautiful hemlock lined streams wind
down the mountains and through the valleys. These streams support healthy populations of
native brook trout and wild brown trout. It was with this knowledge that I had thought to
pack my fly-fishing gear in anticipation of an opportunity to break up the trip at a strategic
stopping point just off the interstate. With the rain pounding on the windshield, I said a
small prayer… “Lord – just give me a half an hour.”
I put my turn signal on and proceeded off the next exit. The gravel road crunched under the
tires as I slowly made my way along the streamside road. At the little pull off area the dark
skies and persistent rain showed no sign of letting up. I turned the car off, just happy to be
off the interstate for a while. Immediately after shutting off the engine, I noticed a drastic
change. The rain had completely stopped. A peaceful calmness replaced what had been a
torrential downpour a moment before. Rigging up my fly-rod, I glanced at the time and
whispered to myself… “2:15 plus a half hour equals 2:45.” I started working my way up the
stream still in disbelief. Breathing the fresh air and focusing on the riffles and runs in the
stream was exactly what I needed at that moment. At 2:40, with no fish caught, I made the
short hike back to the car, quickly put away my gear and at 2:45 I slid back into the driver’s
seat. As if on cue, the skies opened once again in a heavy soaking rain.
My eyes got a little misty as I thought of a God who is so big and powerful. Could it be that
this God felt my pain and heard my little prayer out on Interstate 80? Did my God really just
shut off the rain for a half hour for me? You better believe it!! He provided a miracle for me
when I was in need and called on him. What a wonderful gift demonstrating God’s love for
me! Now if only I would have also asked him to provide a fish or two…
During this Lenten season, I hope my story provides a reminder that God cares greatly for
each one of us no matter how small and insignificant we may feel at times. It’s also a
reminder of the power of prayer. I still shake my head in amazement when I think of my
experience. Nothing is too big or too small for God.
-

Mike Grieser

Luke 18:31-34

April 6, 2022

One of the things that has stood out to me in the past year is how difficult it is for a human
being to listen. We all want to be heard but we aren’t very good at listening to each other.
A couple of years back I was concerned that Merlin had a hearing problem. He often missed
information I told him. I sent him to an audiologist, and it only made things more frustrating for
me; he had no hearing problem! I was shocked. But thinking back it isn’t so shocking.
Individuals must be fully engaged to listen, and we all have our own unique ways of engaging.
Merlin thinks much quicker than I do and is usually already on to the next thing, and I am still on
the last thing. I wonder if Jesus was the same way with his disciples.
Let’s be fair in thinking about this. So many things played into what they heard Jesus saying.
How they grew up. What they were taught, right or wrong, about the Messiah. They brought
their own agenda to the relationship. Don’t we do the same?
How do we listen for the voice of Jesus? The words of Jesus? The unspoken agenda of Jesus?
When I read the gospels, I try to think about how Jesus related to people. After all, we often
learn as much or more about a person in how they interact than in what they say. He relates
with stories and examples. In this passage Jesus is concerned for his disciples; he wants them to
be prepared not scared. His concern for their preparation for the days to come is clear in this
passage.
How can I read scripture to hear the true
message of Jesus? How do I recognize his stories
and lessons in my day-to-day life?
● When the birds sing, I am reminded of
the goodness of the God who cares for
them and me.
● When the flowers bloom in all their
glorious colors I am reminded of the
“lilies of the fields.”
● When the darkness falls around me, I
see the moon and the stars and think of John 1. “In the beginning was the Word” Jesus
present at creation.

Listening is a full sensory experience for believers. I encourage you to put your own agenda
aside and recognize the beauty of scripture coming to life in the world and people around you.
Debbie Hedrick

7 April 2022

Our Dirty Clothes

Hebrews 2: 10 - 18

For Christmas, our daughter received a book called The Priest with the Dirty Clothes by
R.C. Sproul. It tells the story of a young priest who just earned his vestments, and his
first honor is to preach a sermon for the king. On the day of his sermon, it is raining,
and as he travels to the castle, he falls from his horse. His clothes are muddied, but he
sees no other option than to continue to the castle. When he arrives, the people
gathered are horrified by his appearance. The king says he must leave, but he also
explains that the priest can return when his clothes are clean.
Greatly ashamed, the young priest leaves to try and find a way of cleaning his clothes.
He tries everything, from employing a professional clothes washer, to asking the bishop
for a new set of clothes. He is told that his clothes are irreparably stained and cannot
be replaced, and the only one who can help him is the prince. Desperate, he goes to
see the prince to plead for help. The prince hears his story and promises to assist him.
He does not explain how, but he tells the priest to go to the castle to preach the sermon.
The young priest trusts the prince, and although nervous, makes the trip to the castle
again. As he approaches, the people gathered condemn him because he is still in his
dirty clothes. Upon entering the hall where he is to preach, the prince joins him to
approach the throne. The prince explains to the king that he will be giving his clothes to
the priest. The prince and the priest switch clothing. The priest now wears the finest of
royal garments, and the prince wears the stained clothes of the priest. Gratefully, the
priest preaches his sermon for the king.
The Priest with the Dirty Clothes is a retelling of our passage today from Hebrews. The
story of the Creator prince who humbly walked with us on earth. Who took on every
part of humanity, calling us brothers and sisters. Who, through his compassion, traded
his spotless garments for our sins, so that we could stand faultless before the throne of
God
Dear Jesus,
Thank you for your perfect obedience and sacrifice. Thank you for walking the humble
road of humanity, experiencing every trial and temptation, all so that we might be
released from the lifelong slavery of the fear of death. May we walk in freedom, sharing
your good news and love to all who have need of it.
Kate Hedrick

April 8

Janae Morales

Luke 19:28-40
Something I noticed with this passage is how easily the owner gave up the
donkey. All the disciples had to say was that the colt was for God, and the owners
left them alone to untie the colt. I can’t believe the owners just let Jesus have the
donkey without any fight. But it made me wonder what would have happened, if
they said no.
Later in the passage, the Pharisees wanted Jesus to order the disciples to
stop praising him and shouting. Jesus said, “I tell you if these were silent, then
the stones would shout out!” No matter what, Jesus was meant to be worshiped.
It makes me think that if the owners would have not given up the colt, then God
would have found something else for Jesus to ride.
From this I learn that God always takes care of us and provides. The people
had an opportunity to serve God and to praise Jesus. Maybe it gave them joy to
share the colt with Jesus and praise Him. If they chose not to share with Him or if
they chose not to praise Him, God would have provided for Jesus, but the people
who did not share or participate would not have felt joy.

April 9, 2022

Luke 22:1-13

Jenifer Eriksen Morales

“Prepare” is the million-dollar word in this text. Jesus knows his
time on Earth is short and is preparing for his death. Judas has already
joined the chief priests and scribes and is preparing, watching, and
waiting for an opportune time to betray his friend and teacher. Most
likely, Jesus knows this. Yet, he does not get his back up; he does not
get defensive; he does not even go into hiding. Instead, when facing his
darkest hours, Jesus grounds himself in faith and service. He practices
hospitality and prepares to host and celebrate a Jewish festival and faith
ritual with his disciples.
The feast of unleavened bread was, and still is, an elaborate
annual celebration in which the Jewish people remember their
deliverance from slavery in Egypt. Around the Passover table, they
retell the story of how God, through Moses, told their ancestors to
prepare for a quick escape by sacrificing a lamb and painting their
doorposts with the lamb’s blood. They also must bake and pack
unleavened bread to eat, for there is no time for it to rise. That night, the
angel of death visits and kills the first-born son of every household but
passes over the homes marked with the lamb’s blood. In the chaos, the
people of Israel escape. The Passover feast reminds the Jewish people
they are God’s chosen ones. They thank God, offer, and receive
blessings, and remind each other that just as God delivered them and
provided for them in the past, God can be trusted to do so into the
future. This is what Jesus prepares to do with his final hours of
freedom!
Although Jesus delegates the task of preparing the food to Peter and John, clearly, he has
prepared well in advance for this meal. Millions of people descended upon Jerusalem to
celebrate the Passover. It would not have been possible to have a room readily available,
especially in the city, unless Jesus made advanced plans. Jesus tells the disciples where to go and
whom to look for to find the room he rented. He is hosting the Passover feast in a large,
furnished, upper room. Upper rooms were often used by Rabbis to teach their followers. Jesus’
preparations for this important meal are extravagant, deliberate, and thoughtful.
This is also an extravagant, deliberate, and thoughtful way to bless his disciples,
including Judas, and prepare them for what is to come. Jesus prepares for betrayal, prepares to
face his enemies, prepares to endure great pain, prepares to confront his fear, and prepares for the
cross in the most remarkable way. He literally prepares a table before his disciples in the
presence of his enemies. It is a table of remembering, blessing and mercy. Jesus’ prepared
response to hurtful people, and terrifying, unthinkable times, is to ground himself in faith,
practice hospitality in its many forms, and serve others. May we prepare to do likewise.

April 10, 2022

Luke 22:14-23*

*Note: If reading with young children, an alternate reading is to omit the first paragraph and
begin with “Before Jesus died on the cross, He had dinner with his best friends.”
In a few hours Jesus was going to be taken prisoner, ridiculed, beaten, and tortured. He would be
hung on a cross through a heinous act called crucifixion, the most brutal form of torture known
to date by the Roman government. In these last hours, Jesus calls his closest followers, his best
friends and sits down to dinner with them.
This was no ordinary dinner. As the meal was being eaten, most likely with a variety of foods,
Jesus took a chunk of bread. As he broke the bread apart, Jesus told the others that it represented
his body that would be broken and tortured. He asked them to eat a piece. He also took the
wine, telling them it represented his blood that was to be shed. He asked them to drink. As this
was accomplished, Jesus informed them saying, “do this in remembrance of me”. In other
words, Jesus was saying don’t forget.
Soon after, Jesus was taken, and the crucifixion occurred. The foundation of Christianity. Jesus
gave his body, suffered, and died, his blood covering the sins of all who would believe on him.
Let’s not forget.
Family Activity
● After dinner (breakfast or lunch will do too) have the family remain around the table.
Have bread, a French or Italian loaf is good, but any bread will do. Also have grape juice
or some other form of red drink available.
● Read the above scripture.
● Talk about the meal that Jesus had with his disciples. Break the bread, give each a piece,
and discuss how Jesus was taken and crucified (using the word “hurt” may be more
appropriate for children). Then have everyone eat their bread.
● Do the same with the drink. Explain how Jesus’ blood has washed away the sins of all
who believe in him. Then have everyone drink.
● Express how this was done so that we don’t forget what Jesus did for us. Explain that
this is why we do this in church sometimes.
“…this do in remembrance of me” Or, in other words, DON’T FORGET!
Written by: Randall Floyd

Isaiah 65:17-25

“A New Heaven and a new earth”
When we read verse 17 in this second to last chapter of Isaiah, he tells us, “This is what the
Lord says: I will create new heavens and a new earth, and no one will even think about the old
ones anymore.” (NLT)
When pondering this verse, my mind hung onto the word new.
We get warm fuzzies from some new things: a new baby, a new recipe, a new relationship, a
new insight or understanding, the sunrise of a new day!
But then again, sometimes we get cold chills from new things: a new responsibility, a new road
when we are traveling, a new and uncertain diagnosis from the doctor, a new mole on my
forehead!
Frankly, I cannot fathom how God created the present heaven and earth. ….so, I’m having a
hard time even imagining a new heaven and earth.
However, I believe what the Bible says is true, so when I try to apply these verses to my present
situation, I get excited about what might be ahead. New (in my mind) means that something
follows.
Now, as I get to the sunset of my life, I long to know what will follow. I find these prophetic
verses nourishing and comforting. Thank you, God and thank you, Isaiah, for these words of
encouragement. And thank you, Jesus, for NEW LIFE!!
Joanne Nice

April 12

Psalm 118

Praying, Waiting, Trusting

Have you ever had to wait for something? For a really long time?
It’s hard. At least for me, anyway. However, I’ve experienced great joy once on the other side of that
longing. One example of this would be my career journey as a Physician Assistant (PA).
I practiced as a PA in Primary Care for 17 years. I liked the work it entailed, but my passion lay in
Dermatology. Being a visual learner, I would get so excited when a dermatologic problem would walk
through the door. Oh, how eager I was to practice Dermatology exclusively! I sent out a number of
resumés to various Dermatology practices all over southeastern Pennsylvania from the time I graduated
PA school and passed my boards. Unfortunately, due to the highly competitive field and lack of
experience, it led nowhere.
I was in an unhealthy work environment for the last few years of my primary care practice and because
of my patient relationships and loyalty to them, I remained longer than I should’ve, in bondage. God
surprised me with closing the Primary Care chapter of my career. It proved to be a big blessing.
As I was awaiting God’s answer to my question, “What next, God, (for my career)?”, I began hosting
Women’s Bible Studies in our home – a wonderful way to grow my relationship with Jesus Christ & also
women in our church and surrounding community. In between studies I cycled through praying, waiting,
and doing my best to trust God with his timing. I wish I could say I embraced the waiting, but I did not.
I’m not a patient person so this was definitely a growth area for me. I didn’t know at the time, but God
was going to give me plenty of time to work on my patience, waiting, and trusting.

😊

I’ve always found it gratifying to troubleshoot healthcare challenges and bring a measure of comfort to
my patients. I felt I still had a lot left to give, yet was beginning to question whether that’s what God
wanted for me. After several promising interviews that did not come to fruition, I prayed asking God to
change the desire of my heart if he did not want me to pursue Dermatology. I wanted to be a
Dermatology PA in the worst way, but more than that, I wanted to do what God wanted for my life. I
asked Him to guide & direct me in the direction he wanted, then I seemed to be at peace as I waited and
trusted.
More time passed and he did just that. About a year after leaving Primary Care, I began working in
Dermatology. Now, four years later, I find it incredibly fulfilling and thank God every day for creating the
opportunity. The practice in which I work is a perfect fit, full of ongoing educational opportunities to
grow me as I seek to shine for God. I thank Him for every year I had in Primary Care which has allowed
for me to provide better care for my patients in a specialty practice. It is with great joy that I proclaim
Psalms 118: 1, 14, 17 “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good! His faithful love endures forever…the Lord
is my strength and my song; he has given me victory…I will not die; instead, I will live to tell what the
Lord has done.”
This is one example in my life that I thank God for taking the reins & working in His timing not mine.
For what things in your life do you thank God for his work?
-Rhonda Grieser

April 13

In Christ We Are All Alive

Read 1 Cor 15:19:26
As believers we hope in resurrection since
we believe in Jesus Christ. The Bible
explains the nature of resurrection, Christ
died and rose back to life from death. He
died as a man, like Adam was a man. Jesus
rose so that we can hope that one day we
will all rise in Christ.
This verse reminds me to believe that Jesus
died for my sin and rose from the dead.
When I was a sinner , his death and
resurrection demonstrated his love for me.
Putting my faith in God, I was declared to be
a new creation.

The resurrection of Christ is the foundation of
the Christian faith. Without the resurrection,
the belief in God’s saving Grace through
Jesus is destroyed. However we can be sure
that because Jesus came as a man, died and
resurrected to life, God will some day also
raise all of us believers from death.
Do you believe? Confess your sins, accept Jesus today, and know that one day we will
all be raised in Christ!
Nancy Mwanzo

April 14

Peculiar or Profound?

Read John 13:1-17

What’s your perspective on the Christian practice of foot washing? Do you find the thought of
kneeling to wash someone else’s feet odd, appalling, even off-putting? Or have you experienced
the practice of foot washing to be meaningful and significant? In other words, do you see foot
washing as peculiar or profound?
When Jesus gathers with His disciples in the
Upper Room on the eve of His arrest, trial, and
imminent crucifixion, He kneels to wash His
disciples’ feet. Not surprisingly, Peter doesn’t
hide his emotions in expressing dismay at this
peculiar act, saying to Jesus, “No, you shall
never wash my feet.” When Jesus tells Peter,
“Unless I wash you, you have no part with me,”
Peter, again, not surprisingly, does a 180-degree
turn, declaring enthusiastically to Jesus, “not just
my feet but my hands and my head as well!”
Initially, for Peter, the thought of having his feet washed by Jesus is appalling and off-putting.
You see, in first century culture, only servants stooped before their masters to wash their feet.
What Jesus models is certainly peculiar. Yet, it’s also profound. For, Jesus, who is one with God
Almighty, empties Himself, taking the very nature of a servant. This is a beautiful expression of
immense love, humility, vulnerability, and servanthood.
Jesus says to His disciples, “I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for
you.” While foot washing is a peculiar practice, I’ve also experienced it to be profound. I have
fond memories of practicing foot washing with our son, Justin, several times at church, starting
when he was in elementary school, as he was intrigued by this unique practice. I’ve also
participated in foot washing over the years in congregational settings on Good Friday – with
Karen, and various persons in the congregation.
As a follower of Jesus, husband, father, and pastor, I certainly fail, on far too many occasions, to
model Christ-like humility and sacrificial love toward those around me. Despite my faults and
failures, the practice of foot washing is a vivid reminder of the immense, unconditional love of
God for me, through Christ Jesus. Furthermore, the practice of foot washing helps to reinforce
Christ’s call to demonstrate His unconditional, sacrificial love toward everyone whom I
encounter.
Whether or not we tangibly participate in foot washing, may Christ empower each of us to live
out His example of humility, vulnerability, and loving service toward others.
-

Ken Burkholder

Friday, April 15

The Warm Glow from Nowhere

Psalm 22

You know how it is that you suddenly get a warm glow, seemingly for no reason whatsoever and
coming from nowhere. I had one of those moments on a drive to Main Campus. It was a bright
sunny morning following several days of freezing Pennsylvania winter. But, still not reason
enough for the glow I felt.
The glow occurred in the midst of a fracture in a congregation over changes in Clergy, all
precipitated by a shift in national politics that threatened the integrity of our Christian faith
over nationalism.
Then came that eureka moment! It was a moment when my mind drifted to an experience of
injury to another congregant that was promptly solved once brought to the attention of Clergy;
Dawn’s request that I write something about Psalms 22; Eric’s presentation on how different
our world views are from one and another; and, Bev’s suggestion to read Melissa Bixler’s book
How to Have an Enemy. It’s like “Wow! all these healing thoughts coming from independent
minds, happening at the same moment in time, and all moved by an invisible hand!”
The ‘glow’ brought with it a new understanding of how King David felt that God had forsaken
him. Maybe David didn’t understand that the invisible hand of God moves silently through
members of the body of Christ, like an invisible wind moves across a field of wheat. Maybe,
just maybe, had David waited another 1,887 Gregorian years he may have seen God had not
forsaken him and His kingdom at all.
Have you ever felt abandoned by God or frustrated with painful earthly realities? Take time to
sit and ponder ways God may be speaking to you, reaching out to you through “coincidences,”
circumstances, and new voices to try and get your attention. Perhaps the warm glow of the
Spirit will find you as well.

-

Art Groves

Sat., April 16.

John 13:31-35

Gia Abissi

…Verse 34 says “so now I am giving you a new command: Love each other…”

What are some ways to love other people?
~ You can say hi or wave to someone on your street.
~ You can talk to coworkers and ask about their weekend.
~ You can send a text to family and friends to encourage them.
~ You can pray for people you don’t even know, but you can see need help.
These are some ways I try to show love to others. Last year I went to the ER when I fell
off my horse. I was in pain, but I was able to stay calm. When I was discharged, I
walked past people still in other ER rooms and in the waiting area. God told me to pray
for them. So, I asked God to heal their bodies and help the doctors find out what was
wrong.
Some of the people in my neighborhood walk around the block. I try to show love by
smiling when I see them.
Usually before work, I stop in my coworker’s office to say hi. We talk about what we did
over the weekend, the weather, and work. We help each other with our work.
In the gospel of John, he writes the words “In the beginning.” These words make me
think of love because God created everything for us to use and see. He loves us. This
reminds me to show love by being kind, helping others, and being neighborly.

He Is Risen!
Luke 24: 1-12; John 20: 1-18

Easter Sunday is my all time, over the top, favorite time of the year. And there
is a reason for this. You see, when I was just 2 years old, my daddy died from a very
fast-moving kidney disease. He died right after Christmas. The following years were
so difficult for my mother, but she never lost her faith in our loving Father. She taught
us 3 children to know how much He loves us, to serve Him, and that one day
because of Jesus’s gift at Calvary, I would see my daddy! We don’t know what is in
God’s plan for our lives, but we do know He holds us in His arms and guides us every
step of our journey…all we have to do is ask Him. Because of Jesus’s gift of life and
resurrection, I have hope. I pray that Jesus’s gift of His life and resurrection brings
you hope…in the times you need it most. Let us always remember. Let us always
celebrate. Let us always teach our children. Let us always share this incredibly Good
News with those He brings in our paths.

To God be the glory…He is risen!!!!
He is risen indeed!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Baking Activity: Resurrection Rolls
https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/84289/resurrection-rolls/
Gardening Activity: Plastic Egg Planters
https://www.sunhatsandwellieboots.com/2014/03/plastic-egg-planters-great-forgrowing.
html
Music Activity: One Two Three
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MIf9jv4pVTM

Written by Diana Gehman

